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Courteons Reader, \0 

#2 2D [treat you o peruſe with a mild, a moderate, and 
'" Chrifias Temper, theſe. few ſheets. which have 

Wy becu thought fit tobe recommended to the publick, 

” I view 5 4s well to give a fullproſpet of the Jeſuitt- 
cal Deſigns againſ# #5 and our Religion,as toperſuade onr Bre- 
thren to that nity and. Uniformity, which will ſecure as 
againſt all their Heliiſh Attempta. This Invitation will ap- 
pear ſo 'much the more ſeaſonable, becauſe we are yet threas- 
ned with firong Combinations," with wtighty Conſpiracier, 
with the Conjun@ion of Foreign. Powers, tbat. promiſe to. 
themſelves the overthrow of Chriſt s Goſpel and Truth amonzſt 
wr. Methinks that the greatnefs of the Common Danger in 
which we are ell.concernd,ſpanld. Alaros ws into.e compliquee 
with ons axather, and oblige ws #» joyrt to atajntarn that Pro- 
feſſron, which our. Enemies joyutly ſirike'at * Methinks their 
Policy ſhould. teach #s, how to preſerve our ſelves, and cauſe 
5 to unite alſo in AﬀeTions, in Gvds Worſhip, in our Cares 
and Endeavonrs. for the Publich Safety; for the prevention 
of their miſchievous purpoſes, too-much enconraged by onr 
groundleſs and unreaſonable. Diviljons. 

In this. junGure of time, the Nations: welfare- and preſer- 
vation hath fuch a dependency upon” this Conjun&ion, that 
we. can never exped it without this reconciliation, It js the 
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The Preface. 


Unity of the people that will render ws invincible, and draw 
down upon our heads the Bleſſing of Heaven : The ſafeſt De- 
fence of States and Kingdoms. It will eſtabliſh Religion 


upon an unmoveable Baſis, and maintain the envied Hierar- 


chy of our Church Ft of all Diſorders. It _— 


vent any'wi A) us of thi Pope aud hd Woody Agents, © 
and filence”t e jedloulies and tumultuous fears that diſturb 

our quiet. In a word, Onity in Religion and Gods Worſhip, 

will preſerve the Nations Peace from Foreign Invaſjen, and 

5 95% diſcords. If therefore our Brethren of the ſame 

-Relegion, who differ from ws only Ro would hearken 

at laſt to this Reconciliation, "4nd joyn with us at leaſt ive 

outward appearance: If they would conſent to lay aſide all 
prejudice and purtiality, arid baniſh from among us all 1ames 

of difſention,' innumerable advantages would from thence 

proceed, | and this happy" Conjuntion would infallibly prove 
the moſt Invincible Balwark of our Church and Nation, 4- 
-gainſt the malice of Hell, and the Popes fary. In order 
thereunto, ſeveral particulars are here recommended to the 
-publick, view, to diſpoſe mens mind; for this bleſſed unity in 
Religion, and prepare them for a Cure. 

But as there are diſtempers which the Patients Sona 
neſs, and other circumſtances \will not ſuffer to be healed by 
every common Phyſitian, the grand diſeaſe of onir Nation js 
ſuch, that only theWiſaont of our Suptriours, can compleat the 
cure, and cloſe up our" bleeding wounds, torn and inlarged 
through our Enemies ſubtil pradites. 

Several endeavonrs have bee#' formerly made for the ſame 
purpoſe, but ſucceſs hathnot anſwered the expeFations ng 
men, becauſe their Judicious and Religious proceedings have 
been fruſtrate, as ſome-imagin, through the unſeaſonableneſs 
and ſharpneſs-of the Remedies, or the untraGableneſs of in- 
tereſſed 
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terzſed perſons, or rather, through _—_— Plots of our- 
foe who lay inour boſoms, and had « finger = 
aFings of this nature. 

But now theſe obſtacles are partly removed, now the great- 
neſs of our danger hath alarm'd many into a compliance with 
our Church, and begot in us an earneſt deſire of a Conjun@i- 
on, we only wait for an lnvitation and the perfeGing of that 
Union, which will render #s and our poſterity happy for 


ever. 

I ſhall deſire from all True Proteſtants a favourable ac- 
ceptance of, and a charitable conſtrudion to theſe my endea- 
vours, which I hope will prevail upon men of calm ſpirits, and 
anbiaſſed judgments, my zeal and affetion for the ſcrvice of 
my Country, aud for the preſervation of the true Re.igion, 
for which Þ have been a ſufferer, hath encouraged me to this 
Attempt, W ho knows, but that theſe conſiderations that I 
here offer, may prevail upon many, may ſatisfie their doubting 
Conſciences, and oblige them to ſiudy for the future, Unity 
and Peace £ Who knows, but that a Perſon though in a mean 
Station, may contribute ſomething towards thattBleſſed Work, 
of Uniting #s and our Brethren together £ For it is the uſual 
Method of Divine Providence, to make uſe VA the unlikelieſt 
Agents, to bring to paſs thegreat Deſiens, and the noble effetts 
of his Power and Wiſdome, that the Glory might be aſcribed 
to him alone, and that none might partake with him in that 
which ts all his due. 

I beſeech the God of all Wiſdom, Unity and Peace; to unite 
4 all together, to reconcile our differences, te enlighten our 
underſtandings with his Truth, ſanGifie our wills and _— 
ons with hjs Spirit of Love. I beſeech His Divine Majeſty 
to preſerve in health and proſperity, our graciows and religious 
King, and bleſs the zealous endeavours of the wiſe anc! great 
Conneil 
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CHAP. 1. 


The Conſpiracy and' preſent Deſigns of the 'Popiſh Party in Tu« 
ops ag the Proteſtant Intereſt diſcovered, with the me-« 
thod:s o 


ſerved by thezs to averthrow the Church of England. 


HE. true Chriſtian Faith in all Ages hath been endan- 
gered by the. cruelties and furious perſecutions of the 
Devil and his Helliſh Agents. Since the Murther of 
the Divine Anthor of this Excellent Religion, there is 
no Age nor Kingdom but hath-ſeen-multitudes of his 
| lincere Followers, ſent after their Good Maſter. How 
furiouſly did the Pharjſces rage againſt the Apoſtles! how barbarpuſly 
did they handle the fixſt Chriſtians! how many Conſultations, and At- 
tcmpts to ſtifle this Religion in its Infancy, in the Rivers.and Tozrents 

B of 
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of the Blood of its Profeſſors ! Anq when by S. Paxl's Preaching the 
Truth was generally known _ _—_ _ over the Roman Empire, 
ot ahy Weſhaarco9and ics ha naged won Chrittians ! 
pick T to 1.0% \the inhymanitics bf New Daniita 
Dioclefian, and other Ceſars: it is impoſſible to declare the number of 
Chriſt's Diſciples, murdered ir) al parts $f their Dominions, in every 
Town and Hamlet, and in every Province, fre and ſword, miſery and 
torments wee ahe portiong of all that were fo bold as to owni'this ſacred 
Name. fb a> Þ-08 $i c. a 3: hols 
Afterwards when by the goodneſs of Bbd,the Roman Emperors began 
to open their Eyes and perceive —_— of this Faith,when they be- 
gan todraw the whole World by their Religious Examples, to worlhip. 


a C SaNiour the Devil ( e 
throFn )) kad tmncaſufts and' a _ 
ankytandhind# its brogh amongita 


whole Body of it, which had gained an invincible : 
he reſolved topick quarrels with Gme of its Dodtrines, and to poyſon 
the Hypocritical prgicllhrs, with {uch perniciqus perſualiqug,. as might 
ſpread to «Re Edrtling. oF @ Paith KnOWitdTale | NerTobiet did the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians come out of the Heatheniſh Perſecutions, but this 

Enemy. of all. Truth. and Picty advanccd. amongſt. . them. the 
Hereſics of Arius, Apollinarins, Neftorius, Nevatus, Pelagins, and others 
of his Champions, who citherby. ſubtilty or cruelty aſſaulted again 
Chrift*s Church afreſh, and raiſed perfecutions againlt her in her very 
bowels. . But Satan's. Malice was never ſo remarkuble, nor the Suller- 
ings che Church yever ſq tnany; norcthe pts and-Combipagions 
againſt hex never fo frequent, -under the Qovernments of the Ferps and 
Romans ; As thy have beed fmice the "Apoſtacy of the Rawdn Chitrch 
from Chriſts true Faith, and its reception of the antient Herefies. The 


Devils Throne eſtabliſhed in the Old 'Capito}, Heems tb rtrarh, 
| ferred"to the arifatnous Vatican of Bae, the 


Cot. "Facit, Ub. 2:in fine antient abode of the Whoxcs, and now 
Pitch. Teptrij. Seat of the Great Whore of Baby: : for 
hi! 4 from this place itis impoſhble to mumiber the 
Decices/andiComtmiſfions thathave been ſent to taurder, deliroy, burn, 
2nd overthrow ChrjfPs true: Ghurch op Exrth, How many 'Wars have 
betnkindled how maby Maſſactes ded! how-mimy Plots (et on foot ! 
how many Cructties and Tragedics have procceded from the Refolu- 
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tions and Orders of the Vazicag.?: In all Ages and Kingdoms of our 
Northern-World, the Roman Party was-never wanting inapy bloudy 
Scene todeftroy Chriſt's Diſciples. Iris obſervable that tor above ſeven 
hundred years, there hath ſcarce been a War in, Ewrope, but the Pope of 
Rome hath been the firſt Contriver, and greateſt Promoter of it, chiefly 
when Chris Church and People were concerned. For it hath always 
been the Policy of the Roman Court, when the Princes of Exrope were 
1 {6 Rich or Great as to give them a Jealoake, to ſtir them/up by 

their. Namcios to ſome chargeable and dangerous War, or to raiſe againſt 
them their diſcontented Neighbours. And fince the Reformation hath 
rated. from them a part of Exrope, all che Proteſtant Blood that 
hath been fpilt, may be charged upon the Pope and his Agents, How 
many millions in France, Germany, Spain, and other parts of Exrape have 
been flain by. the Papiſts / How many private Maſſacres and publick 
Wars have been __—_ and encouraged by them! I dare aſſert, and offer 
my; {elf to prove: from'a certain knowledge of the Hiſtories of former 
Apts, that in this Northerry World finee the tit; Reformation, the Pope 
and his- Papiſts have. been ſo great'Enemies of the Peace of Chriſtendom, 
that there hath been no War kindled, nor ſcarce 'any Bloody. Scene 
acted. by- any Authority, nor avy noted Wickedneſs performed, but 
the Pope had therea hand, and was concerned as one of the chick Actors, 
This unreconcileable hatred: which he bears to Chriſt's Church' and 
his Goſpel, inrages hini and all his reſile(s Agents, againſi this flougiſh- 
ing and happy Kingdom. Since the beginning of Queen Elizabeths 
Reign, how many hundred Plots and Conſpiracies have been ſet on 
foot by the Papiſts againſt the Lives of our Kings and Princes, and the 
Peace of this Nation! This Land ſeems to have been the chicteRt Thea= 
ter of thein Cruelty and private Conſpiracies. |, Azſoon as by the Gagd- 
vefs of God one Plot is diſappointed, another is jimmediately begun 
and advanced, to trouble this Kingdom. /' I thallnot mention heze the 
former Diſcoverier, that have been madeot the. Popes deſigns againſt 
us, of our danger in Eighty Eight, of.the Cunpowder-Plot, of our lat 
Civil Wars, of our Royal Martyrs Murder, of the Noble Blood that hath 
been privately ſpilt, and of our unreconcileable differences in Religion; 
known to be fomented by. the Pope and Papifis, :and : many other of 
their contrixances; within : theſe few years, ' tending” to: difquiet and 


difturb-Chrift s Church arr us. //1 thallin- this Tract ginean 
Account only of the preſent defigns:of the /Papilts againB® the Protefiant 
B 2 Religion 
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Religion'in Exrope,' from certain and well grounded Intelligtnee; that Þ 
havehad with worthy tmerrof the Popiſh Religion,and the Acquaintance 
that] havedeſired to get in the Affairs of Ermype within theſe twenty 
years': 'T{halT here givea proſpect of a private Conſultation artha crafty 
Contrivance, which hath cauſed already much Chriſtian Blood to be 
fpilt in-all parts of Exrope, and God knows how much more the carrying 
on of theſe deſigns will coſt : 'God knows what miferies and-aflitions 
iewillbring upon us. - For the prevention of the  miſchiefs intended 
againſt us'ii this Land; and our” Proteſiant- Religion; t here offer this 
Diſcovery to the Publick; or as muchas is neceſſary to-be known, 'I;pray 
God that our Brethren of' the ſame” Religion! would: ferioufly contider 
it;: fo as t&'revnite again with us in the fincere-profeſfion of the Truth 
and'Worthip of our God, chat our Enemies may not advantage'them- 
felves by-our diviſions 3 for this purpoſe {hall thew what: this Popiſh 
Deſign ts, by whom commenced, and'who are chiefly concerned. 
Alexander the Seventh, of the Family of Chigi- was looked upon as 
one of the'greateſt Politicians of his days, //As foon as he was {etled/irs 
his Papacy; he ſent his Nancios into France, Germany and Spain, toire« 
conclle the Popiſh Princes, and toconclude between them ſuch a League 
as thatthey-might be able to ſuppreſs the Catvinift-athoime; and oppole 
together the Turk abroad. The differences. between tho French and 
the Spaniards were compoſed, by the Marriage of -theeldeſt Dyfanta of 
Spain with Lewis the Fourteenth,' the yongeti- being given to the Em- 
peror, the Chief of- the Houſe of Auftris: This Peace gave leafure to 
the French Court, and -an opportunity to the Pope and+his' Agents to 
Work and: Soticit the Ruin of-the Proteſtants, by-pulling down their 
Ehurches, and denying them the priviledges allowed'them before. - Se. 
veral ways were'then __ inthe Aſſembly of Cardinals anſwerable 
tothe'ſtace of everyKkingdom. England was-then groaning under the 
Tyranny of an Uſurper dreadful to all 3 buta Religion was ther 
here profeſſed in oppolition-to Popery : The Kings. Majeſty was in his 
Banithment, It was'therefore reſolved-to get here ſuch an Intereſt in 
the Army and in the Land, as.thatthe Papiſts might be able tomake 2 
ſtrong party, when time ſhould ferve : for that purpoſe, ſeveral-Jeſuits 
were [entoves to ſet upnew Religions and divide the people amongft 
themſelves, and tojoyn with the Army, into which they were admicted 
ix Offices-ob Truſt | under-their. aſual, diſguiſes. A propoſal had been 
made 'ta©var, Gracious'Soveraign to draw :him tom the Truth, with 
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hopescof an univerſal afiltzenght the fatcigry Papifts, in-fuch# 
caſeto ferche him again in hys Throne : but he/wis;not to'bedrawn to 
be the Popes/Shave m-hopes of a »Crown, nor torbe:-pertwaded to em- 
brace fuck abſurditie againfi hisConfciende and Realtor: God there- 
fore performed for him what his Enemies had: but propoſed; and retio- 
red to him his inheritance, . as a reward of his Fidelity to:ELtuth; con- 
trary:to the whole Worlds expectation-, When the Court of Rome {aw 
ſo great a revolution in this Kingdom, and- the: ;Pratefiant'Religion 
fucceeding ;tothe former Anarchy 4n the-Church,' when they ſaw no 
hopesof that Change they wilhed tos, they ſent i3$ many Emiſſaries as 
they could to ſow'tlic feeds of 'diviten arnongft 19-and our, brethren of 
the fame per{waſion, for the'carrying.on ot their damnable deſigiys,' the 
ruin of our Kingdom and -Church againfi which they planted all cheir 
Enogins.” A ment regulazlyhad in London of the moſt cx- 
perienced and wilelt Jeſuits, who had intelligence with mot parts of 
the Kingdom, and knew'by Letters thopoſture of all Aﬀairs, ;and the 
Peoples difpolitions:'/The relule was ſept overito their Geueral at Rome, 
and the Aſſembly appointed-there for-Deglth Aﬀeairs ; From: thence they 
received. evexy month.new-Qrders how to-proceed;, which-Qrders they 


bad a-genctal Conmitſiontogerrett according to the unexpected acci- 


dents that might happens ::! 4+! nones aca ced 4; 
, - During. the late Civil, War and Ukurpation, the7Jeſuic: bad gat 


many Pxolelytes to his Religion by drawing them trom/the Truth, ar 


cauſing ſome to calt off all reſpe atany other Religion,but that which 
their ſordid Intereſt recommended. The Wicked-and Antichriſtan Prin- 
ciple of the former, and the prophanels and.licentiouſnels of the latter, 
made them both; ready. to embrace Popery, #$:{pan 4s5;;it ould appear 
with any. credit. amongſt us 3 , putall this theKnave luckad-ynder 
theiſhape of an Avabaptili, ofa. Quakes,-of aFift-Monarchy,man, 2nd 


ſometimes for, his. Intereſt he: would appeas-amonght the Presbyteriags 
and Independents. The ſeverity ofithe,angient bag ras Q 


general hatred of Popery.and Jeſuits, ſuffered hin non a lift wp 41s 


-Mask : therefore all his proccedings were private ,and ſecret, and und 


ſuch outward garbs, as hindred him from being viſible to-every eye. 
But as ſoon. as the Kings Majeſty returned to his. Grown apd, Kjng- 
dom, the Jeſuits and Papilis were reſ@lyed.to take other mealiues: T 
fervices'ot ſome of their Party, andithe Authority ,of CI Heats 
embaldned thera to appear amongſt; us ag moxe Comrage ane 
3 Fear: 


_ _ — a enemy 
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Fear of the Law, which by the fngf's anertiful-cemper was -mitigared 
towards them, and they-ſuffercd to make profcilion: of itheix Religion 
without fear of pyniſhment : All that «they -ſeemed their to-defire and 
pretend to was'but chefreedom to. exercile. their Religion, bue $jve tht 
Devit an'Inch dndhewilttaks an El. - Theix ſecret aimand private;con+ 
trivances have: always tended to:theroverthrow.of Church and State, 
for the better carrying os. of their purpoſes, they have endeavoured to 
have all the/Intereſt|they could make amongſt the greatones. « - :;; 
Thete-was therythree obſtacles to their grand Defiginot to be aver» 
cofne on afadden: The Kings reality-in che Protefjane.Proferſion, the 
Nations generalaverſion for Pupery, fome-out of. Intereſt and:for Fear 
of loſingitheir Imptopriations and;Abbey-Lainds 3 others-our of a pris 
ciple 6f Religioy, and rhe third-obſtacle was 'the Parliaments Sincority 
and Loyalty to God -and their/King: - Torattempt openly to overcome 
theſe impedimenits was but a: madneſs, which could nornurn but totheix 
ruln..' They found ont #wayto batter theſs/imvincible Bulwdrks, dud'if 
not to render themaſſaultable}atleattro/pteverit the dangerithey-kppro- 
hended from thence; the Poupſ&s:averſion' chey.copk away: by Scgroes, 
by their eMcions and'kirid behaviour, :civil)deporement, and ulaa] pro- 
ſeſſions of fidelity to their Pririce, and:care of thopublick ſafery; honour 
and happineſs : by fpreading abroad both in theEGountrey andthe City, 
Books 6f their Religion With moderareDifpirations/and Retutations of 
ours) which'they gaverto aithac would hearitre co them; or ſhew them 
any "countenance or kkelihood of embracingitheir ways: ' and by 
ſettling &f Popiſh School-Maſters in-every corner of the City, who en- 
deavoured if not' to poiſon the Children with their principles, at leaſt 
to ive then fuch wtinRtureof- their Religion, as might: remove.the 
mat aveyſon;' Theydeakt with cvety onei agoording tohis quality, 
difpoftitnt mma plate.-!! To the-Greatand Noble they ſeemed to be true, 
-rviifiy 6d dfibiousg 10 themwanct lortahey _—_— with hopes and 
-pidivlles ofadvantage td to all ithey difcovertd the Popilh Religion 
*thdtt the diſgniſes of 'pleafure and: profit; 'as many! as were not well 
priicipted they endeavoured to debauch- and corrupt, chiefly if they 
were in any place of truſt, that they might ſhew them(clves favourable 
*tPbpety ihdPapifts. /* Soine' they recommend: and promote to 
plac WFprofit; WOkees and Employmentsin Noble-Farailies, and-in 
" Rhine 446 dificls/thop-troul-give (monies; and! With! all-perſors 
c Mcytndteavonredte ingritiace- themſtives:-<alting aÞthe milery and 
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troubles of our. Civil War upon: Preshyteriams, Reformation, apd Non- 
conformity, !to rendrt them:;the mare odions King and:Peopla, < 
thing; govt tham lcjealouke,, aud theyrwere relolvea to.aniploy all thei 
Skill arid:Art toquithent)it5/Fhat was a reconciliation betweyn the Epily 
copal Party abdithe: majderate Non-Centormilts,. endeayaured, by the 
King: Majeſty, and. deſixed by: the | whole; Natiqu, To, binder ;this 
conjun@ion,” which doubtdeſs; would: haye. proved Balm. Popery uy 
this Land, and break. the peck' of all their deligus, '!they Jaboued to in- 
terpoſe between both, 4nd to incourage. the one wn his ſtitpels, by buzing 
in che cars ofthe fiopler, fort: the, danger, of, unity, the, cormption- in 
the Clutch, the glory.of Gonſtancy w Religiogy and their jpgage- 
ments 4 tbe Eavenant 4 and by upbraiding thermore knowing - party 
with.the Peoples Aifecurfes of the Miniſters , bad Lives, potairhtylaeſs, 
uncouſtancy,jand thitdapgen their Souls were in, if, by theix 490 haſty 
compliance to that which their former Taterglt abliged chem to:oechaig 
againſ};, they! gave. them a lender Qpinionand;an Acheitical impreſſs- 
onof Religion it 416, +T'o theſe they, hepre@oted Conformity as- the 
wok, antakerableluxtben, and the heavieli-yoke could be inpoled/apon 
then by Authority band our! Religion of che; Gard of» Bug/ats the 
heareR, #11 aflanit y- te) Popery, full of Superſitzon, if; riot of Ifdoletyy, 
Fhey accuſed aW wr. aratous endeavouts tw bring4he Prople to Unity; 
tobe Pesfecuitians of :theigood Ser yants of God, and erery ſtep that. we 
madd was ilandrred ark diſcredited by.thefe mepiwhp had adefigri 40 
advantage: themitlucs by our Diviſions... Tp the Governours, in; the 
Church and State they would exclaim againſt the wickedpels and dan- . 
gar of Gonventicles and 'Non-{Gonfornmuy.” They . repreſented all the 
Refornied Chiwches biyobd: the; Seas, a5;incouragars pt gpr dj 
by.chtir: Exarmplcs,! and: Chyergolent Nithout Bilbppss : Celaran 

bis Galvinifts were Traitors, Schifrnatiths; Henreticks, Encomies.of the 
Pyblick: Peace, .pramoters dt Rebellion, wſufttrable, in.a Commonur; 
Wealth; dangerous Canſpiratars/againk the Kings Peron and Govern. 
ment 3, and whatnot. With theie and ſuch like Notions: they infecied 
the minds of many of our Clergy, with an unjuſt prejudice agaigft all 
the Religious Churches of God. beyondithe Seas, avid; hag not a very 
worthy Divine, [ Dr. Drrel, |cleaxed thei inpocency by repxeſentingto 
the /pyblick, thar diſallbwange; of: :our H4yg)ous difcords, ;avd their. 
acknowledgment of us for theig Brethzen, ;andour Licargy and Govemn- 
mat, tobe altogether agreeable, with Gods. Word and Will; welkould. 
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have Ptbeteded 'to' a publick '\ Excommunicatiou. : 'However :theſe 
i\pretfions given) eo'the Ritlers ir ©hurch'and Stace;: cat oflinco the 
tre; Ir of 6ur zealous Governours;and drew trom:thein 
thoſe ſevere teſglutions- which 'have increaſed:ourdifeprds,: and:cauſcd 
many to #magin more in} Non-Conformity'than really chere is;] foy-as 
forte fort of Wounds pritrifie and intreaſe the'moreithey\:areKandied,, 
{© theDiviſions of our Church about quiddities, Indiffercucies, Trifles 
itid Vanities;- woffH have' vaniſhed by degrees the leſs we had minded 
them; 'Brtss wehad our Enemies 'on-both -ſides acquainted with bur 
rerper and/intertfts,” they would not ſuffer the one'toconformy northe 
others to adrhit therri upon more moderateterms; than a {tric'otpli- 
giiee with all the inconfiderable punRtilio's which the Publick Peact'and 
Gods 'Olory-might eaſily diſpenſe with, 'as well asi Religion Govern- 
| Coritottnity -it- Telf/ An all the.'publick Ditpucations tev 
muttyGall -protecde& fromthe Jeſuits hatred of usboth, und:theiy up- 
pithenfion-of 6urferifibleriefs' of out own Intereſt, and ofan'union be- 
tween thoſethat- differed for the moſt part but iniſhadows. ' However 
they-labouted to raiſe fuch'a mift'berween us and our-Brethrey, : that we 
coukbnot'fee to joytitogetHer'iin one bed yand worttip.co All this while 
they'advanced ſome' of their own diſguiſed flows, meo Offices and 
Places of Truſt; and''when they faw any perfon' ablt:to ſerve their 
titriþ [they would befriend him with their! afliflance in hi for; 
2d dilebiirape all: other perſons. Whenl livodmear: -w Feſaic 
aivirigealots and #/good Linguilt; knowing my Skil i that and'other 
forts of Learning, -and how miuch I had/beenneglefted in che :Churth ; 
though”I had done good Service: both.kt home and/abroad, wasſent 
| q 9 ſearch intothe Principles of my Religion, whether-bwould 
fav Popery : - cond Fhavedifſernbled wich hims,- I-otight havetiid a 
conſiderable preferment by the Jefuitsmeans; bur:T choſe ratheyroabide 
w#weanconditionand to be confined to the remoteſi wilderneſs of the 
Lard;-to a{mal} Vicarage of abour: fixty pounds per annum. tleve to 
buryrhy Talents) ith toemploythem-in the Service'of the Devil and 
the Pops, ©1011 —_ KI | 
But all cheſe indeavours at home, tended to the promotion, encou- 
rapement, and increaſe of the Popiſh Religion, but amonglta few;/and 


LR OT 


ſuchas)dareÞwoetiito: diſcover whatithey: wore; And thought it!had! 


got -16-wnels eredir,! charknany ingenibus-and good Procelizars could 
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ſuperſtition, or any of their pradtices. This could not bring to paſs the 

rand Deſign without a more powerful endeavour, and firovger al- 
iſtances 3 for that purpoſe as ſoon as the Court of Rome was pertectly re- 
conciled with the French King, and that he had conſented to gratihe 
them, to have the Monument of their Diſgrace taken away, and all 
remembrances of his Ambaſſadors aftront and their weakneſſes, pulled 
down in Rome: they reſolved to make uſe of his Aſſiſtance, and to 
govern all Exerope, if not all the World, by a Triznrrat. I ſhall not trou- 
ble my Reader with any part of this Plot relating to Foreign fairs, 
only as it looks upon us and concerns us here in England, 

It is ſufficiently known that the Court of Rome pretends to an Uni- 
verſal Monarchy, and to hold by the Power of the Keys what the ſame 
City governed heretofore by the Sword. The Jeſuits likewiſe have 
the ſame aim, but with a pretended ſubordination to the Pope and his 
Authority a meer pretence covered over with the Oath of blind Obe- 
dience, for this crafty and deviliſh Society, it it once pt a Head will 
as eaſily forget their Allegiance to the Pope, as they do now that to 
their moſt lawful Princes under God. But neither the Jeſuits nor the 
Pope of Rome, now that all their Cheats have been dilcovercd to the 
World in theſe latter Ages, through the Preaching of the Goſpel, can 
carry on or compaſs fo great a Deſign without other afliſtance, 
therefore they reſolved together to employ the old Policy of the antient 
Romans in' Conquering Kingdoms, which was to ſubdue them with 
their Weapons, and by the Courage of their own Inhabitants, 

Of all the Monarchs ſubje& to the Roman Sce, in the end of Alexan- 
der's Papacy, none ſeemed ſo powerful in men and money as the French : 
A young Prince Lord of a flouriſhing Kingdom, and of a great Con- 
tinent, Yor of an Aſpiring mind that would readily entertain the firſt 
propoſals of larger Dominions, and other Empires. Therefore the 
Jeſuits and the Pope, agreed to tempt him with the Glories of the 
World, and to make him the Univerſal Monarch, it he would encou- 
rage the Popiſh Religion, and declare himfelt an Enemy to the Prote- 
ſtant Profeſſion in and out of his Kingdom. This ſame Propoſal had 
been made to Philip the Second of Spain, when that Kingdom was in its 
Grandeur, and in order to its- accomplithment, he gratitied the Pope 
with the Expullion and Banifhment- of the Moors out of his Kingdom, 
with a Bloody War in the Low-Countries, and with the Maſſacre of his 
Eldeſt Son and Heir Don Carlos, a young Prince who diſcovered his 
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diflike of the Bloody Deſigns of the Papiſts of his days. - But ſince the 
States of Exrope' have laboured to-cut the Spaniards Short, and to bring 
down their haughty pretenſions, they have.ſcarce been able to keep 
their own without thcir Neighbours Charitable Affiſtance,” much leſs to 
invade the other Kingdoms and Tertitories of Eutope, in gratification 
of the Court of Rome. But the: French Monarch -cltecmed the richett 
Prince of all Exvpe, raiſed to a Powerful and Large Kingdom, was 
become dreadful to all his Neighbors whiles he ſtood fill, He ſeemed 
therefore to be the fitteſt In{trument to carry on the Popiſh Deligns in 
Europe and in England, and able to ſuppreſs the Protcſtant Religion 
every. where. This was:the Freach aim in thelaft Darch War, as may 
appear by the words of their EmBaſſadors to all Popiſh Princes, 'chicfly 
in. Germany and Spain: And in confiderationiof this'War, the Pope 
was willing to gratifie the Froneb King, in allhis demands, in-making, 
thoſe men Cardinals whotry-he had recommended to him. And like- 
wiſe to thew his readinels to cruſh the Proteſtant Party, the French King 
topteaſe the Pop:, hath pulled down ſeveral hundred Churches, and op- 
preſſed the Proteſtants of his Dominions contrary eo his former Grants 
and Promiſes. - 'I could: inftance ſeveral known'provts of this Agtec- 
ment berwetn che Pope, the Jtſuits, and the French King, to govern 
the World between ther, and tb ailiſt one another in the (ubduing 
Errope, and in Ruling it by this Trhamoirat. The Pope was to have: the 
Souls, and command the Confciences of mer.to furniſh/ him'and his 
minions with what moneys they would have. The Frexch King was t6 
Govern the Bodics and command their Eſtates. And the Jeſuits by 
a compliance with them both, were to have a large ſhare in the Con. 
uexed Countreys 'and' a great part inthe Government of the Wotld. 
he Dutch a ſturdy ——_— and powertul by Sea food in' their way, 
theſe muſt be opptefied by 'a Nation no lefs valiant and firong : it was 
no difficult matter to blow up the Coals and kindle a War. e unci- 
vilicy of the former furniſhing daily .cauſcs of diſcontent to the latter 
but when' the growing greatheſs'of the Frexch diſcovered to us our own 
danger, and that our Prince became the Moderator of Peaceand War, 
RKopping this furious Champion in his tull Career.it is not to be imagin'd 
what diſpleafure the Popiſh Party conceived againſt our King and Na- 
tion ; what threatning ſpeeches, what furious expreſhons drop from 
their mouths.” The Emperor only and the Spaniard no Friend of the 
Bytach Greatneſs, would have been willing to affiſt the Pope, 4f only 
Religion 
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Religion had been concerned 3 but whcn they had-an inkling of the 
Triumvirat, and faw to what all thefe proceedings'would+aburt, they 
choſe rather to gid the Hereticks againſt their Pope, than to ſuffer theme 
to increaſe their Enemics Power and Greatneſs. 

But ſeeing that Proteſtant England would not (uffer the Pope and 
the French to triumph over all their Neighbours, but give a check to 
their proceedings :a Peace mult be concluded with the Dutch Hereticks, 
that they might have more {caſure to work miſchict evand ' overthrow 
this ſtrongeſt Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion, Open War! was 
dangerous againſt a Nation ſo Couragious, therefore private Plots and 
ſecret Confpiracies "muſt do : They had no other way bur to caſt us in- 
to a confuſion by a ſudden attempt, and the Maſſacre of our Prince and 
of his SubjeRs; and to animate us one againſt another, The Father 
muſt be ſtirred up againſt the Son, the Children mult riſe againſt their 
Parents, Rcdlations and Aﬀnity, Conſlanguinity, and the ties of Friend- 
ſhip and Blood mult be all (et afide to promote the Intereli of this Catho- 
lick Religion, and Holy Cauſe fanctihcd, by «the 'Popes Benediction. 

The burning of the City of London could not deſtroy that Neit of He- 
reticks, they mult there be all Maſlacred therefore in their tamous City 
that is ſo ſoon riſen out of its Aſhes to the wonder of the World. No 
pitty nor. compaſſion mult be had of innocent babes, who might one 
day rcvenge.the murder of their Parents, but they mult all, the Mother 
and the Child, fecl the (iroaks and ſharp ſwords of theſe zealous follow- 
ers of Feſus, of theſe Roman Catholicks and Jeſuits. But how far 
did thcir fury intend to run? God knows, Once the name of a Pro- 
teltant muſt not be lett alive in all Eng/ang ; Blood and Rivers of Blood 
maſt be: {pilt t© make way tor a Religious Generation of - Jeſuits, Fran- 
cilcans, | nn and other Fryers to plant in this Land and ſccure it 
tor the Pope their Sovereign. Kings and Princes, Nobles and Clergy. 
Gentry and Commonalty, mult'all be witneſſes of their impartial zeal 3 
the whole Nation mult be deſtroyed. O Inhumanity! O Hellich Fury ! 
O unheard of Cryelty ! Blefſed be thy Holy Name, O Lord out God, 
for the diſcovery of their malice and rage againſt us, continue thy Pro- 
tection to our gracious Prince, guard him. by thine Almighty Power, 
{ecure his perſon againſt all preſent and future Con(piracies, preſerve 
thy People and this Church, and (end us all to'be truly thanktul, and 
to reunite again in the fincere worthip of thee the only truc Gad, for 
feſws Chriſt his Cake. Amen. This Plot hath been working many yea, 
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and preparations were making in all the Convents upon the Sea-Coafts 
of $ ain and France, chiefly of the Jeſuits. But thatwhich is the = & 
all this Diſcourſe is, that if we had not been divided in Religion the 
Papiſts would not have made this. attempt, and we ſhould be infallibly 
ſecure from all- future miſchiefs, Fwhich they will yet endeavour to 
work amongſt us ) if we could be perſwaded to ſet aſide all Partiality 
and Prejudice, and Joyn together all unanimouſly in the profefſion of 
_ Religion, and in the ſame manner. This 1 thall prove in the next 
PLET. 


CHAP. IL 


The danger of Diviſion in a Nation about matters of Religion, 
and what pernicious conſequences it hath had in foreign 
Conntries, and in this. 


HE chicf intent of 'all Societies of men is Union, and the Publick 
Security, againſt all invaſion and diforder, foreign and domeſtick. 
For that purpoſe we gather together in one Body and under one Head : 
we bind our ſelves together with Laws and Relations, weentertain a 
mutual correfpondency amongſt our ſelves, and pretend all to- promote 
the general good of the politick Body. Nations are to be looked upon 
as large Families where the Univerſal Father, and all the reſt are mem- 
bers of the Family, highly concerned in one anothers good and preſer- 
vation. All the individuals are united in one publick intereſt in the hap- 
pineſs of the whole or diviſion : therefore diſcordisan apparent enemy 
to the Socicty, becauſe it oppoſes the very intent of it, and lays 
open a Nation to theſe following miſchiefs, and totheir diſmal-conſe- 
quences. 

I. It weakens the- Society and People, and renders them leſs able to 
reſiſt their Enemies 3 It is not to be imagined what inconveniency a 
fmall diviſion will cauſe in a-City-or Common-wealth. As in the natu- 
xa} body a head-achora light diſtemper -renders the man feeble and not 
fit for ation, ſo-the pablick diviſions bring great» impediments to thoſe 
proceedings' that would tend'to the Nations happinels, honour, ſafety 
and peace: and- ought to:be ſomuch-the more odious 'the more @ well 
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compatt and ſetled body in good orderand temper is in a thriving and 
proſpcrous condition. 

II. It breeds diſcontents and diſturbances at home, which if kept 
ſecret, occaſions murmurings and complaints amongſt the inferiors, and 
many times when they break out they raiſe Rebellions and Civil- Wars. 
for it is certain that there can be no diviſion or faction in a place but 
mult proceed from and cauſe diſcontent, hatred and variance, which 
commonly rob from us our inward and outward peace. And though 
the Diviſion may be only in ſome particular refpe&s, which may not 
hinder a correfpondency in othcr publick relations, that correſpondency 
cannever be hearty, and thoſe endeavours together cannot be ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful and vigorous, when they proceed from parties,that entertain mu- 
tual diſpleaſures, eſpecially in that very thing which is the greateſt tye 
of all human Societies, Religion. 

HI. It lays us open to all the attempts,contrivances and malicious de- 
figns of our Enemies. How eahie is it to ruin a divided party ! to ſet 
and incourage one faction againſt another! And though the diviſion 
may obſerve tome bounds, and not proceed to that extremity to which 
it naturally tends, it cannot be denied but that a crafty Enemy may 
eaſily advantage himſelf thereby, and work the miſchict if not the total 
overthrow of a «divided People, for there are alwaics opportunities 

iven for ſuch wicked purpoſes by the diſcovery of this weakneſs. In 
_ that Nation is in no (mall danger, and the miſchiets into which ic 
is likely to fall are innumerable, that is divided in ſuch. a manner, that 
there 15 no hopes of union. Our Bleſſed Saviour foretells the fate of 
that Society or Houſe, that it cannot ſtand, but mult needs of. its own 
accord fall into ruin. 

But of all diviſions, thofe about Religion ſcem to be the moſt unna- 
tural, unreaſonable and ominous : factions and parties in the State may 
be tolerated when they aim not direRly at the diſſolution of Govern- 
ment, nox the diſcredit or oppoſition of Authority 3 in ſuch a caſe they 
are not ſo dangerous nor of that il} conſequence as to give us an hot 
Alarm: And though they may diminith of that Love and Reſpect that 
is due to our Sovereign, by obliging us to prefer an intereſt notagreeabk 
with his and the Common-wealths, they are not ſocriminal but they 
may correſpond with-our Allegiance to our . Prince. 
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But diviſions and factions in Religion in the ſame Nation, threaten 
us with thoſe unavoidable dangers, that make Governours take heed 
how they tolerate that which is againlt all policy : chiefly in thoſe King- 
doms as are ſurrounded with watchful Enemies, that wait for ſuch an 
opportunity to inlinuate themſelves and undermine us. They tend to 
the diffolution of the Government, the overthrow of the Laws, the in- 
troducing of all diſorder in the State as well as in the Church. They 
tend firſt to the contempt of Authority, and next to the ruin of mens 
Bodies and Souls, leaving us naked to the hiſt attempts of all our ſpiri- 
tual and temporal Enemies, chiefly when that diviſion which is envicd 
and aimed at, is {o twiſted with the Government of the Common- 
wealth, that there is no diſſolution of the one without the danger of 
the other ; when all the other diviſions riſe in oppoſition to it, and will 
admit of no compliance with it, when openly and ſecretly they labox 
to diſcredit it and its lawful proceedings, incouraging the Fa&tious 
part to exclaim againſt it avd its injunctions, and to endeavour todraw 
away the people from their reſpect to it andits way of worlhip : - what 
rational Soul can tolcrate ſo palpable an oppolition ? What Governours 
inthe State can ſuffer Religion to be contemned and trodden under 


foot with a 'publick allowance? Is it reaſonable that ſuch dangerous 


factions ſhould have the liberty to increaſe and a& with the ſufferance 
of the Laws and of the publick Authority ? When all the aQtings and 
diftaſts of theſe factions arc not juſtitiable amongſt men of reaſon, by the 
Laws of God or the Laws of men, and all arc grounded upon prejudices, 
miſtakes and miſapprehenſions, and ſuch frivolous cauſes, as they will 
be one day aſhamed to own, when all masks and vizards ſhall be pulled 
off, Is it juſt that the Rulers of the State in ſucha caſe ſhould coun- 
tenance ſuch pernicious proceedings, and give the ſtamp of Authority 
to Actions either ridiculousin themſelves, or dangerous to the People 
committed to their charge. The danger may ſeem leſs when they are 
weak and inconfiderable, but little evils are to be ſhunned and avoided 
as well as great, though they have not increaſed to an head, they de- 
ſerve no allowance, becauſe they arc not able to prevail upon the ſound 
part, but ſhould be cured as ſpeedily as may bes in the mean while tor 
the publick peace- and quiet, the execution of the Laws is ſuſpended, 
and by the wiſdom of the Governours they arc winked at, but all Facti- 
ons are not tobe elteemed by what they can do, but by what they would 
do. Let the Principles of thoſe that are divided trom us be enquired 

into, 
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; f their party be examined, let their tempers an 
iſo __ ka by an amr ſcrutiny, and they themſelves _ 
_— {o much danger to the Nation, and hnd the Government an 
—_ threatned with ſuch miſchicts, as that they will have no rea- 
c inen—— ſuch divilions, whereby their own peace and fafcty Us 
- = as well as that of their Poltcrity, I know ns is = 
—— Plea of all our difſcating Brethren 3 ——_— m—_—_ - . 4 
ings and Princes, and the advan - 
ence for the murther of Kings an , ag weres tank 
;f 1th d Contrivances. The hcathen he p 
c _ = - me roger his Idols. The Jcw and the Mahumetan 
ſaith he obſerves the Rules and Dictates of his Conlcience : and our 
Bi ork have the ſame pretence in their mouths, for their oppolition of 
Lawful Authority, and their —_— in —_ _— —_ = 
that 1 ſo commonly uſed in the jaititying of th 
we = _—_— a with good reaſon to ſulpect it in lels matters. Re- 
vi = O my Chriftian Brother and Sikter, when thou (halt _ 
before the Impartial Tribunal of => _ Jeſs = oe n 'y 
| ſanQihe thee, and caule 
Conſcience will not be able to | toms 1 or 
| ceedi ly oppotite-to his Word an y 
of Actions and Proceedings direct y Aron ar arr 
blind thine own eyes and caule thee to be-n 
on chawif thou didfi — the I—__ 
: it will never be able to ovlige him to allo! 
Nig Lo rel tojultifie the ICC che vv < man 
hat thou f{ayctt is Conlcienc 
Take keed I beſeech thee that w jo  xatayus 
invinci padice. and hatred, or humor and groundlels fancy, 
—"— that ſtrong ſpirit - —_ ——_— ee 
i\ ill not be lovers of the Truth. For wif- 
— miſtakts of thy Conſcience in this particular, I beſeech you 
my Chriſtian Brethren, to cxamin what miſchicts ſuch diviſion about 
Rel jon have cauſed already in Foreign Nations and in this: the 4 
fi iS of former Ages arctull of {ad accidents, murthers and wars, Lw 
Rrudtions and: calamitics of - Countries cauſed by the diſputes about 
—_— invincible under the 
of the Fews flouriſhed and grew invincible 
G = wo OT the his Pofterity 3 fo that all the Nations round 
bout! =r them Tribute. They might have fill continued in that happy 
condicbey and been able to ſet bounds to the ſpreading Empire of 


igion divided the 
Babylon, had not Ferobuam wander a pretence of Religion _ —_ 
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Kingdom and Nation of Iſrael, and to ſave the People the trouble and 
expence of going up to Fernſalem, ſet up the Golden Calves in Dan 
and Bethel.But how many evils did this diviſion in Religion and Govern- 
ment cauſe in that Land ! They were ſubject to the atfronts of every 
petty King and contemptible Nation, and at lafi were overthrown by 
their Neighbours, and themſelves carried away into Captivity, with 
their Wives and Children, 

After the Fews return from Babylon they grew numerous and ſtrong 
in the Romans time, and were able through their numbers and the re- 
ſolation and courage which the principle of Religion put into them, to 
command the Eaſt part of the World. But what and how much woe 
and miſery did their FaQtions and Secs draw upon them! what ſad De- 
{trucions not to be parale'd in any other Nation ! It was openly con- 
tefſed by Titus and their Roman Conquerors, that as their divifions be- 
tween their Princes gave Pompey footing in their Countrey, their divi- 
ſions had brought them to utter ruin, and unheard of miſerics; for by 
this means they became inſtrumental in their ewn overthrow, and did 
more miſchief to themſelves than all the Armies of their Enemies. So 
that by Diviſion in Religion, this People of 1/rael, who were afliſted by 
Gods Power and ProteQion, and favoured above all other Nations, 
brought themſelves tobe the ſcum of the World and loſt their Land, 
being diſperſed into all parts and Kingdoms. 

The fall of the Roman Empire was brought to paſs by diviſion ; for 
that let in the Hwuns, the Longobards, the Goths, Vandals, and Viſigoths, 
and all the Northern People into its fruitful borders. The Grecian Em- 
pire might have ſtood upon its legs to this very day, had it not been 
tor their (enſcle(s diviſions in Church and State. The Sets and Here- 
fies of Arrius, Exnomins, Novatus, Samoſatenus and other buſy-bodies, 
let in the Tzrk, and his Mabomet, and in the days of the Emperor Hera- 
clins when men were ſo divided and had fo diſputed all Religion and 
Truth, out of doors, that the fampler and more ignorant ſort knew not 
which to chuſe, theſe wicked divitions gave an occaſion to that Arabian 
Impoſtor toſet up a Religion of his own, which he recommended to 
them with the inviting and pleaſing Charms of pleaſure and profit : 
Read but over the diviſions and diſputes about Religion, in the Cities 
of Conſtantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and in many other places of the 
Eaſt Countries, and examin how many thouſands have been deitroy- 
ed! how many cruclties aQed! how many calamitics brought upon 
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i thr their. endlefs diſcords 'in Religion, and 'you 
rw ms at: their madneſs, toltrive for that —_ : 
ds therv eo five; and-to fight fora Religion which difallows = 
_ - Y will \ nance to wonder at their inhumanities ar 
—— ailts, hey.toxment themſclves for! nathing,! and thed == 
os bleed cortrary to: Reaſon avd that Religion, tor which they l : 
or dvifedly contend; [What is\ become of the Grecian en 
_ he fouriſhing:Churches; of: Chriſt of Aſia: and Aſics ! In 
———_ 1tion/are tiftians. of that parts of the World ! indbes 
_ uch/roiſ; | antlundrivwibatergcdTyramy do they groan" The 
—— ins ball xhofe-Antixnt Profeffors'ot our Religion, 
e.oppredied 
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Kejigian., Andther of their Authors complains.in this mance; Ohow 
fartifly, men are (et againiibne another tor fiich) mattets as goricem 
not the Prophets honour, thotithe: cflenitial-part.of cup Religion»! farin 
the late revolution of ithe Empire 04+ Morocco, 'Re was pretended 
todeceive the. People... In Froxce the! Fattions.of the Albi: and Nipei, 
and the futious- txanſposts of the  Papilts againft the :Reformed Pro- 
{ffors; have (often exhauſted the Blood: and Treaſure of thab-Kings 
dom.: In Switzer[and,, how. many troublesazole from (mall divitions 
in Religion | In thc |Vaited;Pueuizcts in:ountatedays;: the refined Noti- 
ond of Armmins,, 'and the exirivaganties-of tho. Aueboprifts, had alrtioft 
caft thinkinco a Civil: Wat | bu France the hotidi mags Htny- 
ralidns! and Da Monlin'hadicamtoridd/thot pook rthes in the quid 
ef ther. Encmies, if mpderate. did wife mien'hadyrias impoied a: Gltnee 
and'obliged cherri to be quites\7In-Babemag and: Bddjandprwhdbfiiry: wad 
diftutbanceshave the|Saxibians nailed; by-Grmany aral/the kisf 
Munſter, what wickednefſts have ingo:ithe! tevd 1-1 
ſhould be endlchs, if-I xedtoutid up all he Mis Body Val 
War and Calamities, whizhEnallanudiocontubcrable ditpdece:atzour Re- 
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the ſame cauſe which yet yet you are unadviſedly fond of,and cideive with 
an invincible tenacity. They werear firſt :difcontented ar our Church 
and Religious Worſhip, they exclaimed continually againſt our for- 
malities and practices ; anddiffered from ys in the {ame punQilio! $35 
eTR&y Were ar” firſt as mo 

teſt $9 all itheir brhavicwy towards us, des Renberhnes Portr Gitavre. 
ſirin nathing, Wnecliberry._and freedbrm. for | EO IIATIOATE 
theinfelves and their way of worſhip, but when they had gathered in- 
ped. hap $ ere {Oo high'tha4t they woukkoblige al 
toconſorn: and (i toll cher wrregulacities and-exctravagartci 
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and" Jefiritsowhoart mWorLTb eff wmniftiken intheir judgments of us, 
worldhar6 fd a Thi io blow ©s ap, bad we been on their fide! can 
we- think «qheunoſqo blind: that they'cannor lee their friends from their 
toes ! wentd they dfferth bun; detiroy and kill us, and our Children, 
were-we ſo/inclimable ro Popery; as our miftaken Brethren falſely con- 
ceiveliwhat-grad men are you Prieſts and Jeſuits,” Popes and Cardinals 
of Romib,-chus tocconſpire and ſpend fo'much'Treafure to deſtroy your 
own Brethren? Didyolr novaridertiand: alt this whilethat we were all 
reed1.9mad thit-weare bd neafnetatcd;/tharwe miiythake hands ! Why 
will yogodedsmurdeg arid obr Familits tor our Religion (ſake, when 
we are\as mbctvor wiithirva ſciat} chacter as! much" Papiſisas)you ? Fam 
afraid} (haWWherad be able to:perſuadenctttier the Pope;norlyis Jeſuirs, 
thatweot the Chico: Englahdare freh Friends of 'Popery, 'as you 
my: Npo-Conforming; Brethren would have us to be; I (hall berather 
able to makechem take-vs tor: Frrks and: Fews, than Roman Catholitky. 
Whenetare. then will) younieedsarruto:us/ (o'tallely 'againlt all equity 
-ancl probability d«W hargio fowtigd of Popery fills -and our Church? 
- bs 362 the(GHvernmeant ty Bithbpdland theit'SuffrugahsÞ Trris poſſible 
. that thus o(idiblifhed ihcld EGhorth) may- gipt' occafion to the 
td look! mporDug-ncaruthiy irs this reſpect; 'beeauiſe they are 
andwthe ichibf and effertial pro- 
xd that all Mconarchical Government 
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Letters mentioned by. Dx: Dutelz; ant a-Letterc of Peter Martyr ao/ Bly 

at the end of his Cotnmon-places at.his renum:fibm the nel = 
- Poiſſy concerning th6Biiopobipe in Frans 
Peter Martyr, pag. 801, | | Who embrakcd the ProtefiantiReligion, and 
was univer{allyceceived' and acknbwledged 
by all the Calviniſtt j in his 'Diece(s,, Minilters.avd others, as. Cheir Lord 
and Bilbop. And you will have no-canſt to think them to be. fraremries 
of Epiſcopacy, as the Papiſts anf,you vould-perſuade Gs, for divets cnds. 
But there is a yal& on ings Chuuch-(dvtuametbt; te- 
tween or Doe 9 us» ' :They.rtnder/-Homage: to:thb-Pope ad/the 
Supream of, the. /Church 01; Eatthy) weidgknowleodge mane but 
Chriſt, and undes him nba, Fogyenight They dillcs: frbur ns 
much in their Epiſtopal Laws which \favourof-Tyranny; andmrenor 
ſoconducipg to the Reformation of- mens atanners, and thagdod:of 
Chriſtianity as. qurs,:/The::Natng, Prerbgatives and Honours. of the Po- 

piſh Biſhops, patrol Terr tizaur; Protatiany Pee 
lates, 'by the f Kod ys thiis'chg Gauk 
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i Popes: Authority, ar rather Tyranny is eſtabliſhed in tht 
—— to Gods Word and.Glory, and the Salvation of mens 
Souls.': Accordingto this dehnition, if our ht Reformers had retained 
the abuſes of Popery, the: Tranfubltanciaton, Purgatory, Images, the 
Merits of Saints Indulgences, Pardons, and ſuch like-tollies, not war- 
rantedbut contrary to Chriſt's Dodrines and. Chriftanity : you might 
then accule uswith reaſon; of being guilty of Popery- - But ſhall we tor 
our Conformity to Chritts Commands, and the Primitive Church in 
Diſcipline and Government, be acculedby you of Popery, and Avti- 
chaiftianifm.. | What is there in our. Government or Church, that tends 
to:promete the PopesInmereſt ? ov.to draw mer away from Chit, 'and 


Our uponthim and bis merits ? It fomething "of the Civil 
RT Fen iunidsoL.ons Sithops, | hope none of you will 
preſumetos-appoint gut Wake Princes, and Parliaments, ' whom they are 
toſertlein Authority under then »\That proceeds {from our Princes 
Will,” whois Gods Vicegertacartiongſt | 

For our Articles, our Cat 


Dottrinesanti Practices of all che Reformed Churches, 


Enemies of Popery? ard-which their.molt Juditious Divines embrace 
a> maficonſonunt with Faith.and Picty. -- Search tatoevery thing Au- 
dab) | 


—_—— and let. the-rabls refined Soul and 
ic>&c& Tye tel} isjahlder. whar Ceremony; or in -what' Article of our 


aitty/'or m-whaticorner of our 'Rubrick, -orin what part of our Devo- 
tions, they pereaive awy Colouy: of Popiſh ſtition. ' I dave affirm, 
and! by . 'hat-motr' of our Conformilis are far 


$and- i: (heir Beliefand Practice; than any in 
7 I thoke particulars iw which: your Contor- 


mity is-equired;: What is haveofi Buperyy of 'Superttition, or contrary 
to Raton. on good nhaners?<Fos i6-vher be nothing ts be excepted 
againfis: Why willyou' not joyd with as your Brethren? © Yau cannoc 
be arigny with: Ser Forms ih -becauſe-.Chritt our Saviour re- 
apmmended:one to- us a5 an Excellent Pattern'to draw ours by. . You 
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may be diſpleaſed at the 'reading of our. Prayers, but: if you will {hue 
your Eycs-thcy may ſeem to you as good;as if they had been pronounced 
memoriter.,.. Grieve nob tothear the ſame: requetis offgrad up, and. Juath 
nat the ame Prayers: which you hear fo ofteny! becauſe ybuare pinched 
with the ſame neceſſities. every day, ard (tand in need of the farne Gol, 
ahd:the ſame Blethngs :)and:thereforethay: we'ofter up.the ſame/Prayer, 
In the thatter:of our Prayers; if any. of ,you will ſhew' us anything Qori+ 
tiraty. to Gods Will er Word, we: will corre&t and dath it out. Be not 
cfended at the Croſs in Baptiſcn, this was practiſed wy Chaitis Church 
before ever Paopery was known.in the Woarld,. and :is! #Aignificaritifign 
uſed by the;#ximidave: Chriftians, cto:embaldenjand; Exourage us 
tienes to wear avd-receive the marks in our badics; . GhrifsHgly he. 
ligion.': Be not offended. at our outward Reverehice; which werrprols 
at-the.tnentioningob; the Narhe  ofe Feit: ds Wevilknotqondemn: yay 
that 'Omit» this-reſpeR; judge riot us thatigdbſerveiity) wor any:othor 
outward Attion of the A nt ewibeee ;to yourcharge: irilthf 
Publick Servie&obGod, iffyou intendianty nab) knowthat 
meer Foxmality tob vifible'n-many, oldertoniomylt, and theirappa- 
rent, Kontempt;of the. dutward apy ther Actions 
and. anger Jo diinng 
ragement-.Of Our nga ſhoukd. 
heed how. they ay-{i mndheir way;tbec octians {boultt 
Mn tr er wn cuerything atthe warſb-tgice, ta\be 
diſtalied at the excelent Rrayers. bark [Gburchythechulo bt: tht pro/ 
phaneſs of ſorng-perſons!that aſhfi at; ought ery noe 
Devation aud Piety.\ Likewiſe iti the:rengundivg 
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quietly jn the Government, may abjure che Covenant in the manner 
appointed, for we do but fay that there lies no obligation upon us, or 
any other, to cauſe any ſtirs, rebellion or tumult, in-Church or State. 
Did you therefore underſtand what is defied from you, I cannot 
think but that every one of you, that is a good Chriſtian, would rea- 
dily comply with {o moderate a reconciliation. 

\ But this Abjuration concerns only thoſe perſons of you, that enter 
into Offices and Employments in the Kingdom. And it is all the 
reaſon in the world;that ſuch as are intrufted with any publick Charge, 
ſhould promiſe, not'to cauſe any diſturbance in that Government, in 
which they: are employed, and by which they are ſecured and their 
Eſtatesfrom Invation. Why muſt we be {o fond of a Scotch contri- 
vance, put into their heads by Kicheliex and the Jeſuits, whom he 
{ent over purpoſely. to overthrow the Glory of the Proteſtant Religion 
tn Ewrope, the Epiſcopacy. of the Church of England , and-to caſtus 
into a confuſion, in revenge of our' affifting them of Richelagainſt 
theit Princes. | 110 be 

It may be the whitenels of the Surplice offends thy weak Stomach, 
or Conſcience ; and keeps thee at a-diftancefrom our way of Wornthip. 
But 'conhder,my Brother or Siſter, that Religion conſiſts not in colours, 
and,wearing of Apparel: It concerns not thy Soul, if thou weareft in 
Gods Service, White, Black, Green, Yellow or Red. | If thou had 
not a. prejudice againitt this Garment, it would pleaſe thee as well as 
Black Gowns, and Cloaks with Capcs, - But is it not a fad fign that 
luch 4 trivial matter (hall cauſe thee to caſt off all reſpe& to thy God, 
4vd the Authority of thy Governouts; and becanſe 0f'a decemt 
colour and habit, which thou doſt-but fancy to'be unbeſeeming, thou 
thalt refuſe all: Communion and Correſpondency with thy Brethren 
on Earth,and1 am afraid in Heaven too: For (9 
they ſhall be all cloathed in white Garments xeviin; 14-bap. Hlivg,; 5 
a9 Pricfis and Prophets;to offer up contmually, Chap. vi. 31; g 
the Sacritices of thcir Praiſes to God. £ 

In {hort, for I am aſhamed ro mention and mind you, my Now 
Conforming Brethren, of the uſual Obje@ions againſt vs arid.our 
Conformity, and the Childith cauſes aliedged by ſome of you for your 
ſanding at a diſtance from us, and refuſing all Religious corteſpon- 
dency with us. I befeech you weigh them all in equal Seates, without 
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partiality or prejudice, and you will find norreafon to refufe Confor- 
mity with us. I dclire you to confider, that if your Children and Ser- 
vants in your Families, did breed a diſturbance amongſt themſclves 
upon ſuch weak grounds, and for ſuch flight cauſes, did entertain 
quarrels and diſputes, to the diſquietingof your Houſes z would not 
you ſeek a remedy with a-Rod, to make them more peaccable, and 
would not you diſmiſs fuch- utruly Servants, and take«in others of a 
quieter diſpokition ? Would yau not endeavor to: filence their baw- 
ling, and when they cantonv. your Families, . and: divide it' into 
parties in-Conterpt of your Authority and Commands, would you 
not ſeck- to bring, them. together, and oblige them by ſome way, to 
reunite in One * This is | the caſe of: Chriſts Church-among us in 
England: + look -upon the Presbyterian and Independents chiefly 
with ſome other of the more'moderate Non-Conformiſts, to be our 
Brethren; belonging, to the/fame Family, Chritt our Lord. for our 
Faith and- Rx ligion is the ſame-in effect, molt_part of our differences 
are but trivial, childiſh and unreaſonable, about ſuch things which 
concern not the honor of tht Lord of the Family,. nor the publick 
intereſt; good, and. pxeſervation bf its when conſidered in themſelves, 
And'if there be any diflctence&in our Religion between'them and us, 
it isin ſuch matters asmay. be-cafily reconciled, when well ſifted our, 
andare notof ah abſolute tieceſſity to the Salvation of mens” Sonts. 
Our bappineſs depends not: upon-pottures;: gefiures, garments; co- 
lours. forms, crofles, ſurplices,, and. other ſuch like things which are 
mdifferent+in themſelves, and were they riot enjoyned; might as 
well be oraitted as obſervcd, -It is therefore athame tor you-to cuarret 
and;braak the Peace of -Chrif's, Family, I:mean' bis. Church, about 
Gch;Trifies. No- doubt but our wife Saviour, will takeſome courſe 
{peedily, to difcover tausourerror, and chaſtiſe us. for fach anrea- 
fouable.difſenkons -in fuch-matters, as we inay : caſily:comply with 
one another. .' 1 know your-common Qbjedtion: againiſt us is;i that 
in regard ſuch Obſervances, Cuftoms, and'Ceremonies, that bretd a 
diffptence betweenus, are but trivialin themſclves,' they ſhould not 
be impoſed ypop your withthat (ixiftnels, InAnſwer'ito this, I in- 
txeat thee; my Brothes, te (conſider three cthiogs::- firſt, thac aCon- 
formigy. to one way, bne mltand manner in this Church is abſolncely. 
neseffary; for bow-unbeſeeming a thing it is, that. one Congrega-- 
"11 tion 
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tion ſhould. practiſe one thing, another a@& in another manner ; one 
Miniſter wear green, another yellow, another black, another gray, 
another white. If in one” place: were all ſinging, in another all 
preaching,. in another all praying. How ridiculous would our 
Church appear to all the foreign Nations, it theſe things were al- 
lowed by Authority ? It is. therefore moſt certain that ene way and 
one worthipping our God, is abſolutely needful and becoming the 
wiſdom of our-Nation. Secondly, confider that the way and method 
eſtabliſhed by the Governours in Charch and State, is not to be re- 
ferred to the humor of every fancy,or of every diffatisfied and private 
perſon : and'that it is very reaſonable in ſuch cafes, as all acknow- 
ledge indifferent in themſclves, when one way is to be choſen, and 
others rejeed, to take that which the. publick Authority approves 
of, and agrees with their Judgment and Piety, whom God hath 
eſtabliſhed over us, aud whoſe office it is to appoint ſuch things for 
us to obſerve and obey. Thirdly, conſider that trivial and indi£ 
ferent things when ftamnped by the Authority of the-Nation, ceaſ&to 
be (o, and betvme neceſſary to be obſerved. . That which is indif- 
ferent in it (df, and but a trifle, is a greater invitation to/you to 
practiſe it, and: renders your ftifneſs more inexcuſable, but in regard 
it is commanded by Authority, I am bound to: obey; The indif- 
terency ceaſcth, and I ſhould think it a crime, and a breach of Gods 
Law, Of Obeying the Magiſtrate for Conſcience ſake, If in things in- 
different I preferred mine own partial humor, to the Commands of 
my Prince and Governors. And wonder not if they require fo 
ſiritlythine obedience and mine to theſe orders, becauſe in this licen- 
tious Age, men of cortupt defigns take any liberty'to diſpute againſt 
Authority, and contemn its injundtions, under thepretence of Rehi- 
gion and- Conſcience. And becauſe this way and method ſeems to 
them the wiſeſt, whom God hath appointed over as to preſcribe it, 
in the worſhiping of Ged and moſtjagreeable with Gods Glory, and 
the Nations Honor, Credit, and Advantage : Therefore there can 

be no Superſtition in them, to require our exaCt obcdicnce to all the 
Rules which they judge to' be jult and belt befitting our Picty, and 

in.us toyield it in things indifferent in themſelves,” as ſome'footithly 

imagin. * 


E 2 in 


28: A Seaſonable Advice 


- In altother- matters: which give-youa diftaſt, I know nor bue 
may be: comprehended under this: notion, 'and be looked upon'as 
trivial: and: indifferent in-themfelves. The deſigned compendioul- 
nels of- this Seaſonable Advice ſuffers me not to examin then) all, nor 
toweigh all the objeftions that you ave wont to make in juſtitication 
of-your Non-Conformity. But for thoſe that relate to our Prayers and 
pablick Liturgy : I refer you my Chriſtian Brethren to a ſmall. crea- 
tiſenow inthe:Prefs.called. the. Chriftians Devotions and Diretlory in 
theſe dangerous times, wherein I:have laboured to clear and blow away 
all thoſe miſts that hide the truth from your diſcovery, and to give 
yau ſatisfying reaſons for! our practice, and-for'your benefit, with 
divections how you ſhall be able to prevail upon your averſene(s, and 
bring; your ſelves to receive /a- real and an inward comfort from our 
way of- worſhipping, Unto the peruſal of chac Treatiſe, I refer all 
thoſe that would receive better ſatisfaction in matters diſputed a- 
US. .. | 
| Conformity, accordingto the Lawsof'the Land, is plainly requi- 
red from everyperſon. To ſctup therefore Meeting Places in oppo- 
Gtion taAutharity, and the Eftablithed Service of God; is an appa- 
rent breach of theſe. Laws. To haunt and frequent: them a 
pretence' bf receiving many Soul-tomforts from. the Learned and 
Godly: Sermons, and Exerciſcs of Piety, in thole prohibited Aﬀem- 
blies: is not warrantable in the Minitter.nor his Auditory, accor- 
_ the Laws of the Nation. To withdraw from the Scrvice of 
under Epiſcopacy,” and to leave off the Afſembling with our 

Neighbours in our ordinary Churches-: To forbear from Prayers, 
the. Sermons bf our Cotmmon. Teachers, and the receiving"of 
Lords Supper, and the other Adts of Non-Conformity are likewiſe 
breaches of theſe Laws of men, eſtabliſhed by the Lawtul Authority 
of the Nation, -by the King and Parbament, and are fo weltknown 
te beſo, that I-ſhall not offer $© prove it. 

The greateſt Queſtion 3s, Whether theſe proceedings of the Non- 
Gonformiſis, be agaimii Gods known Laws ?: I doubt. not but 
will all-acknowledge chat-the falle Accuſations, the wicked Sur- 
wiſts, the flanderous Reports;: and the pretended Crunes of Super- 
fiition, Idolatry, and their other uncharitable Cenſures of us and our 
Worlhip, by which we. are diſcredited, Gods Holy Name —_— 
an 


to all Truz Proteſtants. | 29 


and the Aipcerisy end. integrity- of our Chriſtian Governoprs and 
praices, miſrepreſented; axe contrary toGods Law. Thow ſhalt not 
bear falſe witneſs y=r thy Neighbour, ; Tt is WP 
3 ;great 'injultice: for them-in hopes: of ad- ard. xx fat, mexivs. 
vancipg4be intereli of their Sects, to milcon- 131 149+ 1 Pſal. x. 48> 
ſtrue our a&ions,to faſten upon us Crimes, to 
endeavour to diſcredit us and our Profeiion + for befides the wrong 
done; to us their brethren, they blind the cyes, and lead into error 
3nd miljakes, many poor 1gnorars and well meaning Souls, wheres 
by true Religion is lighted; 8nd Fation and &chifm kept up, to the 
rye many perions, and the dithopowr of our Reformation 
and Churches > 14,7 ? Jo 2croil id 
But theis other practices though never fe 'well coloured in the 
eycs of men with - pious 'pretonces, are contrary to Gods Laws as 
well 3s-mans Decrees. That this may better appear to you : conſider 
theſe following and undeniable Tzuths, gathexed out'of Holy Seri- 


pcure. f 4 | ; 

I. That itisthe duty of every Chriſtian, to feck as well as to pray 
for the/Peace.of Gods Church. 2 ſal/m- cxxil. 6, To endeavor to be 
af Peace. with all thats profes. Chuiltienity in Frauth. 1 Thefſ, v. 13, 
That paace is@ precious Jewel, which we ought carefully tor ſeek and 
jo preſerve. / 4: FE ti. 11, That we ſhould abfiain from all thoie 
practices that dilusbour Brethrens Peace, Mark v. 50. That we 
hould follow atter the things that make for. Peage. Rom, xiv. 19, 
That it is the property of heavenly wildom, 10: be peaceable, genic, 
ealie tobe eptreated, full ofynercy and good frujts, without partiality, 
and without bypocribe, Zones iti. 17, And many. other paſſages, 
call, us tomind 11 allows aGions; the peace and publick quiet of the 
Church and wheze ve live, Now that Non-Copformity 
hath been the ſad occafion of much diftwrbance in this. Nation, of 
Tumults and War, and that jt-continues te diflociate our minds and 
interclis one from another, to-the general unguietuels of chis poor 
Church, is that which none cap well deny. 

IL That a) unnecefiary and:avoidable attions and proceedings, 
whereby Atrite, debates, envy, hatued, malice and variance, are £1» 
tertained awonglt men, are contrary t@ Gods Laws, and the Blefled 
Rules of the Golpel. | That icacheth ro be like minded one pon 
an 4 
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another, -chiefly in matters of Religion,” Rom. xv. : 5, - To conſult 
in-all our Atious,- Love, Mercy aiid Charity, 'one towards another, 
Fobn xiii. 34. Which teaches us to ſuppreſsall diſtaſts,' and: to liudy 
toadvance the-univerſal unity of the Chriſtians, amongſt whom we 
live; 1 Fohn ii. 1. and to abſtain from all aQions whereby differ- 
ences are maintained. 1 Cor. Xiii. 4, 5, 6: 

IT. That we are to comply with all Rules, Rites and Ceremo- 
nies eſtabliſhed in the Church, if they be not direQtly againſt Gods 
Glory, or'the Salvation'of Mens Souls :- or, it they be not expreſly 
forbidden in Gods Holy Word; or contrary to it. This is confirmed 
tous by Chriſts own Example, who conformed to-the harmleſs and 
indifferent Injun@ions of Men, to avoid all ſingularity';- for in the 
Celebrating of -the'Paſthal+ Lamb, he cat it not ſtanding'as Moſes 
commanded; but'lying downupon a Couch; Matth. xxvi. 20. Mark, 
xiv. 18. He cauſed a Hymi to be fung, which was a Jewiſh Ordi- 
nance; '- Chriſt alſo conformed himſelf to the Synagogue-Worſhip 
eſtabliſhed amongſt the Fews by an Human Authority, whichrour 
Bleſſed and peaceable Saviour was fotar from di ving, that he 
expreſly-tells his Diſciples, that they who had made that Ordinance 
ſit 'in Moles Seat, all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
and do. Matth. ' xxiii. 2,3. | And nimany other' particulars of as 
high an-importanceas theſe which cauſe you, - my Non-Conforming 
Brethren, to ſeparate from us, this Divine Saviour teacheth-you by 
his good Example, to avoid ſingularity, to obſerve - the Rules and 
Orders appointed in the place where you live 3 /and not for fuch mat- 
ters as endanger not” in'tkemſclves your Salvation, 'to' cauſe thatdi- 
ſturbance that will infallibly indanger the Churches'/Peace and Unity, 
and begetin your Souls thoſe paſſions,” vices wd diſtem which 
are notagreeable with our Chriſtian Religion, and preſent intereſt, 
or our future hopes of Salvation. -* 

. IV. Tharall diſobedience to the Magiſtrate' in ' things not con- 
trary-to.Gods Word and Will, is unlawtul and forbidden by S. Pax, 
Rom. xiii. 1, 2. Let every Soul be ſubjef unto'the higber powers. For 
there is no pogyer' butt of "God © the powers that be, are ordained of God. 
WWhoſoever therefore refiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God : and 
they that refit, ſhall receive #0 themſelves damnation. A paſſive obedi- 
ence is not ſufficient where an active 8#cquired, and may and-ought 
[201% to 
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to be yielded; - Andthough you do not actually refit at preſent the 
Civil Magiſtrate, all Non-Conformity is a kind of - reliftance 3 take 
heed therefore that by this oppoſition, you render nat your ſelves 
liable tothe Curſe,and ſo deſerving the Damnation that is ſo ſeverely 
threatned. In the third Chapter to Titus, verſe the firſt, he defires him 
to put his people in mind to be ſubject to Principalicies and Pow- 
ers, to obey Magiitrates, and to be ready to every good work. And 
to the Hebrews St. Paul (peaketh more pertinently to our purpoſe, 
Obey them that have rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that may do it with joy and.not with 
gricf, for that is unprofitable for you. And St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. Chap. ii. 
verſ, 13. calls upon you, to ſubmit your felves to every Ordinance of 
Man without the exception or diſtinction of Givil or Eccleſiaſtical 
matters, and that for the Lords ſake, whether tothe King as Supream, 
or unto Governors, for ſo is the Will of God., Are theſe CE cnimnds of 
any force or Authofity with you my Brethren? Are you not there- 
by required to Conferm to the Laws, Rules, and* Confiitutions of 
Gods Church amongſt us, enjoyned: by Authority ? are not theſe 
Ordinances of Men which you ought to ſubmit co ? Therefore 
none of' you can - refuſe an obedience to them, without violati 
Gods Laws, and breaking the Sacred Rules of the Goſpel. I cou 
infiance many other Examples, Precepts, Commands and Entrea- 
ties, out of Gods Hply-Word directed- to you, to wilh, require, and 

deſire you to be at Unity and Conformity with us your Brethren, 

eſpecially in the Publick Worſhip of God 3 and-to-ſet alide all preju- 
dice) and partiality, whereby you are hindered trojm ſeeing and em- 

bracing the Truth. What is.it: therefore that keeps us at ſuch a di- 

ſtance ? Is,jt your Conſciepces?; How can your Cpnicituces.oppgale 

Gods Word:and Will. Is ic Conſcience that. obliges you to, be.mre+ 

gular in your practices; and-reject us as Prophancand Idolatrous,who, 

labor in-all reſpe&s, | to: be conformable to, the; Holy Precgpts-atthe; 

Goſpel? I that Conſcience in a word that teacheth you to-be.diſo 

bedient to the Laws of God and Min? And; to breed a diſturbance, 

in a Charch and Kingdom for ſuch frivolous and idle matcers, to the. 
encouraging ot our Enemies againl(t us, to-<@pſpize-the ruin of- our. 

King and Countrey ?- For Gods fake as well as toxiyour owa Gakes,, 

and tor Religions ſake, and the happinels - of your Poſtexity, ' deceive: 

not 
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not your ſelves, and think not. to deceive: God avd mah with this 
childiſh and empty excuſe. - Let me tel} you what I conceive to be 
the true cauſes of your obſtinate Non-Conformicy to the Church of 
England, forithe reafons commonly atledged of :Confcience, of Po- 
pery, Superftition, and the unjuſtifrableneſs of our Government and 
Liturgy by Gods Word, arc but meer pretences and empty excuſcs, 
to cozen the weaker ſort, and tocolour theſe following, cauſes of our 
unreaſonable Non-Conformity, in the. Eyes of the World. |. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The true cauſes why moſt part of our diſſenting Brethren will 
nat Joyn with us in the Hor of our (Gogh, enquired into. 
In what particulars, oxr differences. chiefly canſiſt., and 

their grand ObjeGion, Anſwered. (11: } eln1i} 


Tis the uſual cuſtom of all malecontents, to pretend one thing and 

to intend another, and to veil over the foutefl Actions witty the 
moſt glorious covering; mn imication of the grand Impoſtor who ap- 
pears to us commonly in the gatb of an Angel of Light. ' 'Thus Korab 
and his rebellious Confederates, who ſeparated thermſelves from Moſes 
and his Congregation, pretended the Peoples Holineſs and Privi- 
trdgeand the Rulers Tyranny, for their dividing from-them. Thus 
Abſadlonw's' Arribition was veiled over with- a 'delire of dong juſtice 
morccarefully-toGbds People, ant freeing them from a tedious At- 
teridanie at Davids Court.) Thus Forrbeart the wicked Sorr of Ne- 
Mu} pretended the cafe of the People for tis-Idolatrous Worſhip. Thus 
che Quakers; Fiſth-Monarehy, Anabaptifis, and many of the worſer 
fort 'of 'Separatifts, whoſe and Underftandivgs God hath 
given) over to4 ftrong ſpirit of detufion, to believe Lies and to work 
Abornivations,/ have their excuſes for their own follies and extors. 
atid'to jultihe'their Jeaving of us. ' But theſe I/judge' for the molt 
pdrt't6 bein ſ6-deſperare a cafe, that without a Miracle of Grace, it's 
rot polfible' to/ſnatelr them out of the chws of that 'wrmmanding 
= Spirit 
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Spirit that governs them. This advice is deſigned for the peruſal of 
2 more moderate ſort, and of more reaſonable Souls, more tractable 
and ſociable, who embrace the ſame Faith with us, and exped the 
ſame Salvation by the ſame means, the Merits of Chriſt and good 
Works. Theſe alſo have their pleas and excuſes to hide that which 
isnot juſtifiable by Gods Word and right Reaſon, Their not Conform- 
ing with us in the ſervice of God and Duties of Religion. But whatever 
be their pretencegghele are the truecauſes of their obſtinacy, and our 
unhappineſs. 
The firſt an 
Education, a | 
way, which 
raens mind 


iefeſt are Prejudice and Partiality, proceeding from 
cuſtom in, and an acquaintance with that irregular 
are (0 fond of. Theſe are wont ſtrangely to prepoſleſs 
nd blind their judgments againſt the moſt apparent 
Truth. The late Ufurpation and Anarchy in the 
in another Government, and other Orders, unto which 
are accuſtomed, cannot fo readily prevail upon theraſelves 
to embface, what they fancy to be contrary, chiefly in fo delicate a 
buſineſs as Religion, in which their fincerity makes them conſtant 
and faithful to the meaneſt circumſtance. But I would entreat you 
my Brethren to re&ihe your miſtakes by a diligent enquiry, 'for we 
defire you not to forlake your Religion, but to profeſs the ſame ac- 
cording to that moſt excellent manner, that the Wiſelt and moſt 
Religious Governours of our Kingdom, have thought fitting to 
preſcribe to us. Search into our Bclict and Practices, and ſee that 
we agree as well as you with the Holy Records of Gods Word, we 
have the (ame Faith,the ſame Sacraments the ſame God and Saviour, 
the ſame initiation, and we are deſigned for the fame End andGlo- 
ry, what a pitty it is that we ſhould be divided in the way ! Beſides, 
all the occaſions of your prejudices proceed from miſtakes, and miſ(- 
apprehenhons of us. Theretore for the prevention of this evil, take 
not things too much upon truſt, but give your ſelves the ſatisfaction 
to examin our way, and the reaſons we give for that which you ob- 
jet againſt us; converſe with us in our Devotions, and think not 
that you ihall be defiled to pray with us to the ſame God. 1f your 
tender Conſciences will ſuffer you to hearken to reaſon, and to afſoci- 
ate your (elves with us in our Public Worſhip: I am perſuaded that all 
prejudice and partiality will ſoon vanith at the clear Sun-ſhine of the 
F Gol- 
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Goſpel preached and fincerely taught amongſt us. You ought therefore 
to bc jealous of that which ſeems to be your Conſcience, which is for 
the moſt part nothing, but Humor,ſtrengthned by a long continuance. 
And if your Conſcience hath been wrought upon toadt againſt truth, 
good: manners, the glory of God, and interelt of Chriſtian Religion, 
you muſt labor by Prayer,and the aſſiſtance of others of your more en- 
lightned Brethren, to tind out the miitakes of your deceived Conſci- 
ence. For I cannot conceive but that many of the well meaning pco- 
ple amongſt you, are governed by their Conſciences, and frighted 
with ſecret remorſes from the juſteſt actions agreeable to Gods will 
and word. For when an inveterate prejudice hath poſſeſſed the Souls 
efmen, it blinds their judgments, it hardens their hearts, it fireng- 
thens:theirreſolutions, and caufeth Conſcience it (clt tolooth them 
up in their Error. So that they are not ealily reconciled to the moſt 
apparent Truths. An Example we have in the Phariſees of old, 
whoſe obſtinacy in oppoſing Chriſt and his Goſpel is molt remark- 
able 3. as therefore this plea is not allowed by Gods word in ſuch 
caſes, I.would adviſe every good Chriltian to have ſome other rea- 
fon-ready for his Actions, than bare and naked Conſcience, which is 
fo apt todeccive our {elves and others in this corrupt Age. 

II. Others of the fimpker and more hypocritical fort, are kept in 
their Non-Conformity, by an inclination to ſingularity, and a defire 
to gain the reputation of being more preciſe and more religious than 
their other Neighbours 3. as if that were the only way to fecm religi- 
ous to men, tocaſt offall reſpects to the Religion of the Countrey ; as 
it they had no. other means to purchale this efteem, but by their con- 
termpt.ofthe ordinary Acts of Devotion, and ot the Society in Gods 
worſhip, 'of the common people. This folly 1s entertained by too 
many of. thoſe, who have more regard 5o the outward garb, than to 
the inward reality, and are more afraid of dehling themſelves with 
other mens fins than their own. Thelc pretend the wickedneſs of 
the times, the viciouſneſs of fuch as atlfſt at Prayers, and publick 
Ads of Piety : and it may be the Mmitters weakneſs in manners 
and abilities, as juſt cauſes of their ſeparation from us 3 however they 
think. thereby to anſwer their end, to oblige others to Jook upon 
them as. moxe Holy and Angelical than thete, whom they deſpiſe, 
whiles theix hearts are full of hatred, malice, envy, pride, vanity, and 
many 
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many times you may perceive in them the Devil of Hypocrifie, chat 
hath a worldly intereſt to manage by this fond conceit of preciſenels, 
with which the poor Soul endeavors to deceive it {elt and others, 
for that intent as the boaſting Phariſee of the Goſpel. To cure this 
kind of Lunaticiſm in Religion. I would adviſc the diſtempered to 
ſeek but into their own Souls, and ungcrſtand themſelves better, and 
it may be they would find there more cauſe to lament at their own 
corruption,than to exclaim ”= the viciouſnels of others z I would 
adviſe them to take heed of being more ſevere againlttheir finful 
Brethren than God, and to conſider that by partaking with the 
vilelt of men in Holy Duties, thou art not partakers of their negli- 
gence, prophaneſs, and other Crimes, unlel(s thou followeſt their 
vicious Examples: That thy Piety and Humility will be ſo much 
the more acceptable to thy God, and plealing to men in a publick 
Congregation, the more it excels the reſt ot the Aſſiſtants : That 
other mens unworthineſs ſhould be ſo far from ſcaring thee from 
performing thine obligations to God and his Church, that it ſhould 
animate thee the more with an inclination to promote Gods glory, 
and keep up his worſhip in the eyes of the world, with that due 
reſpe& and reverence, which other men neglect in their conſtant 
attendance upon this Holy Ordinance ; And that it isa moſt ridi- 
culous perſuation, to fancy thy (elf able to obtain the eſteem of Holy- 
neſs, by -the omiflion of the duties of Religion, and by a ſcorntul 
negle& of the incouragements of Holyneſs and Piety. 

Il. Another cauſe of many of our Brethrens refuſing a Confor- 
mity with us in our worſhipping of God, is a too zealous affetion 
tor a Party, or for the Name ot a Party unto which they have devoted 
themſelves. This fa&ious humor proceeds out of ſome diſpleaſure 
conceived againſt us, our perſons or our way, or out of a propenſity 
tor that Party which they embrace in oppolition to us. And many 
times they are ſo fond and blind, that they give not themſelves the 
trouble to examin the differences between us, but reſolutely embrace 
Presbytery or Independency, and addict themſelves to theſe empty 
names for no other cauſe nor reaſon, but becauſe they have an incli- 
nation tor the Sect, or only tor the Name of the Se. I dare appeal 
to the judgment and inquiry of the more reaſonable perſons among 
them, whether this be not the cauſe of the ſeparation of many from 
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us ? I arn perſuaded' that-moſt of them know no real difference be- 
tween us and-'themy, but: only'in the outward form and garb; they 
underſtand not what- Presbytery and Independency are, and yet 
they are in'appearance fuch rigid Presbyterians and Independents in 
their outward behaviour, that by no means! will they be perſuaded 
to comply with us in the leaft punctilio. Theſe are commonly 
the greateſt Enemies of Unity, whoare thus led on by blindneſs and 
ignorance. They are- the moft wnreconaleable flanderers of our 
Wor(hip and Government 3 upbraiding us with the Minilters vici- 
ouſneſs; the Peoples formality, and other trivial matters, which di(- 
cover more hatred than reaſon, in their carriage to us. To this 
kind of-Non-Conforming Brethren, whom St. Paw! checks for their 
carnality, I recommend that Chriſtian moderation, which the ſame 
Apoſtle wiſhes to the Corinthians and his other Diſciples, and to re- 
member'that their furious Devotion for their ſeveral parties, agrees 
notwith-that Devotion, which they ſhould have for Peace, for Reli- 
ion, for their..Chriſt-and his Intereſt. That their efpouſg of a 
Fat, divorces them from this good Saviour, and renders their 
Souls unfit for a Communion with him here, or hereafter, And 
that they ſhew themſelves to be the greateſt Enemics of Truth and 
Concord, 'when they. thus engage themſelves deſperately in the en- 
couraging of a Party, without underſtanding the depth and deſigns 
of it. No donbt but if theſe men had but as ſincere an inclination 
for Truth, and the Publick Peace, they would be as averſe to their 
Secs, as they.are now.forward to promote the interelt of them, 
» IV. Another ſort are preingaged by a worldly interelt, and kept 
from a.compliance with us, for tear. of crofling or loſing that ad- 
vantage which: they reap from a Non-Contormity, or from their 
Acquaintance with the Non-Conformiſts. Too many I underſtand 
are kept from hearkening to their Reaſon fand Knowledae, of the 
Lawfutneſs of our Worſhip, and their-Duty to God and Man ; by 
that bewitching thing Seeming Intereſt, But fuch men value more 
their preſent.-profit than their tuture hopes, and prefer the vanities 
of the-Earth, to the unſpeakable advantages of Heaven, which they 
might reaſonably expect from, an obedience to Gods Laws. Their 
condition Lreckon to be very deſperate; for however -they may look 


upon this Sin. with contempt, or.think their retuſal of joyning with 
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us deſerves leſs blame, becauſe they fide with our Brethren of the 
ſame Religion, yet in regard that they ſtand in oppoſition to us, 
anddivifion is thereby encouraged in Chriſts Church : This their fin 
cf Non-Conformity is fo much the more hainous, becauſe they 
know their Duty, and refuſe to practiſe it, for fear of parting withan 
advantage which they might probably loſe, did they forlake their 
Faction and Party. 1 would intreat theſe men to weigh the words 
of our Saviour, directed to ſuch Idolaters of worldly intereſt: He that 
denies me before men, bim will I deny before my Father which is in Heaven. 
And to remember that Chriſt is ſecrningly denied, when we refuſe 
Communion with ſuch, whom we know to be real Chrittians, and a 
compliance with that Lawtul Worthip, which is agreeable with his 
Word and Will. 

V. Another hinderance to the Non-Conformity of ſome of the 
more Learned and Wiſer fort, are thoſe who either think themſelves 
ſo or defire to be fo eſteemed, is Shame, The ſhame and reproach of 
the world, which they jultly deſerve for complying too much with 
the irregularitics of former times, cauſeth them to continne conſtant 
in their Errors, for fear of confeſling their guiltineſs by a change, 
though fer the better. I conceive that their judgments were then 
over-ruled by the Authority and Currant of the times, and perſ{waded 
to condemn that Government and Worſhip, which Rebellion was 
reſolved to pull down, being inſentibly drawn in to ide with that 
Enemy of our Laws and Liberties. Now therefore, that this ſame 
Government and Worſhip is by Gods good providence xecltabliſhed ; 
they are aſhamed to confeſs their former weakneſs, to diſcover any: 
unſetledneſs in their minds; they chooſe for this purpoſe rather to 
perſiſt in their miſtakes, than to acknowledge them by a recantation. 
Such men confider not that obſtinacy in Errors is a great aggravation 
of a Crime, and that to conhrm now wiltully and reſolutely, in op- 
polition to Law, and the dictates of their Conſcience, what the ne- 
cellity of the times torged them to ſubfaribe to, is a molt hainous lin, 
near rclated to that of the Holy Ghoſt. However our Saviour Chritt: 
highly condemns fuch men, 7n the Goſpel according to $. John, Ch. xil. 
verl. 43..For loving more the praiſe of men, than the praiſe of God. For 
having a greater regard tothe approbation of their tormer diſciples, 
than to be approved of by God, for their ready compliance with 
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their duty and his Divine Laws, Truth is to be always acknow- 
ledged by all the, Diſciples of Truth, and may be denied in little 
matters as; well as in great but.in matters of Religion, of the publick 
Peace, of the Service of God, and the Unity of Chriſts Church, 
every Truth is of a great importance z to ſtand Rifly in the denyal of 
it, to refuſe a compliance with it, to oppole it obftinately, and con- 
tinuein that oppokition till death, is a wickedneſs that I judge to 
be unpardonable before God, as it is incxcuſable before men. Such 
perſons to ſave their credit,, care not how they damn their Souls : 
and for fear of the reproach of men, run themſelves into the danger 
of forfciting their God and happineſs, together with: their intercſt 
in his Church by a wiltul ſeparation. I intreat theſe-my Brethren 
to take heed how they deny, or oppole that which they know to be 
Juſt or True, for the God of Truth is a revenger of all oppoſition to 
it, A ſmall liberty that men give themſelves in an error or a vice, 
hardens:them in it, and draws them inſenſibly into greater and more 
hainous, and the longer men continue in them, the leſs able they are 
to repent and amend. 

VL Some of the wiſer ſort were firſt perſuaded to oppoſe the 
Church of Englaad, and to refuſe Contormity to its late eltabliſh- 
ment, becauſe they had been fierce and unadviſed dilputers and 
contemners of it, during the late Uſurpation. And now they 
would not comply, not ſo much for fear of reproach as the for- 
mer, but' for fear of endangering the Faith of their diſciples. or 
tor fear of prejudicing their eſteem ef Religion, !by ſhewing fo 
great a readineſs to comply with the times 3 for they imagin that 
their p eoplewill be apt to ſuſpect the truth of Chriſtianity, when 
they who are the chiet Teachers of it, diſcover any unconliancy in 
the molt viſible part of it, which is Gods Publick Worſhip. The appre- 
henſion therefore of doing that which might bring an open ſcandal 
to Religion, prevailed upon ſome of the more conſcientious Teach- 
ers; of the Presbyterian and Independent parties, to retule Contor- 
mity to the reeſtabliſhment of the Church of England. Thele ſeem 
to be more excuſable than any of the reſt, becauſe their care of Re- 
ligion obliged them to refuſe a compliance, together with the miſtakes * 
of their Congregations, for though they found nothing in the Go- 


vernment of the Church by Biſhops, and in the things enjoyned, 
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but what they could readily embrace, as agreeing with Piety and 
good manners, and the exadelt Rules of Gods Holy Word : yet 
becauſe thoſe whoſe Souls and Conſciences, they were to have a re- 
gard to in all their actions, were prepoſſeſſed by the wickedneſs of 
tormer times, with ſuch invincible miſtakes againſt this Church, 
that they could not be perſuaded out of them upon a ſudden ; if all 
their Teachers had forſaken them at the alteration of the Govern- 
ment, they might have indangered the intereſt of Religion in their 
Souls, and given them ſtrange prejudices againſt the Holineſs and 
Purity of Chrittianity, eſpecially in theſe prophane days, in which 
men are too apt to imagin it only a Politick Contrivance:: and the 
rather they would have entertaincd this wicked conceit of Gods Re- 
ligion and Truth, it their Teachers, whem they looked upon as their 
Exampl.s of Piety, and men of great Learning for the molt part, 
ſhould have entertained without any demur, thoſe very things which 
they or others, but a few years betore exclaimed againſt as impious 
and idolatrous, and were generally believed to be A The People 
who commonly take things upon truſt, without giving themſelves 
the time to examin their miſtakes, would have . wondered to ſee 
men {o unconttant in their behaviour, ſo changeable for the preſent 
advantages of lite, to embrace ſuch feeming impieties, repugnant to 
their blinded Conſciences. Thercfore they thought they could do 
no lefs than comply with their Peoples weaknefs. rather than with 
the Authority of the Nation 3 and chiefly becauſe their People ex- 
preſſed a willingnels to ſupply their neceſſities by their liberal con- 
tributions. The Holy Apoliles of our Saviour Chriſt, ſeemed to have 
been in the ſame cale after the preaching of the Goſpel, the Con- 
verted Jews were willing to embrace Chriſt and his Doctrine, but 
the Laws of Moſes they were not willing to forſake, becaufe they and 
their whole Nation had fo great a Devotion for thoſe Ceremonies, 
which they looked upon, to be perpetual and obligatory to their Na- 
tion, in regard of Gods Covenant : that they could 'not be induced 
to negle&t them, though Chriſtand'-his Apoſtles had ſhewed them 
the intent of them all, which was but to keep them in expectation 
of their Saviours coming, and the Revelation of the Gofpel Myltcries. 
But when the Apoltles ſaw no poſhbility of drawing the Fews from 
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Chriſtianicy, and took that courſe which might further their accep- 
tance of Chtiſts Religion. So far were they from diſſuading them 
from it, that they themſelves yielded to all ſuch obſervances, that 
they might not ſcandalize the reſt, though they were tully acquainted 
with their infignificancy. By this compliance with the Nations 
miſtakes and the Peoples weakneſs, which they were reſolved to 
continue till Chriſtianity had gained a ſufficient credit amongſt - 
them : they minded two things, Firft, The avoiding of all Contro- 
verſiesand difſenfions, which might have riſen to diſturb the Pub- 
lick Welfare, from the Phariſees extraordinary Devotion for their 
Law. Secondly, The taking away of that, which would have proved 
the greateſt obſtacle amongſt the Fews to the progreſs of Chriſts 
Religion, if its firft reception had commanded them to forſake 
Moſes and his Ordinances, by which the Prieftly Order was main- 
tained in its ſplendor. But for the better encouragement of Chri- 
ſtians, they ſuffered Moſes to uſher in Chriſt, and the People to pro- 
feſs Judaiſm and Chrittianity together, before they would venture, 
to call them away from thoſe carnal Ceremonies, which ended at 
Chriſts Death and Paſſion. In proceſs of time, St. Paul to the He- 
brews (hews them their emptineſs and inlignificancy, and adviſes 
them at laſt, to leave the ſhadows, (ceing they enjoyed the Subſtance 
and the Body. 

I could heartily wiſh, that as many of the Learned and Conſcien- 
tious Teachers as amongſt our Non-Contorming Brethren, have imi- 
tated the Apoſiles in their compliance with the peoples weakneſs, 
for the avoiding of Scandal and Religions ſake : would now at latt 
imitate them in their ſecond endeavors, to undeceive their people, 
now that they are all ſo well acquainted with us and our worthip by 
ſeveral Diſputations 3 that none but thoſe whoſe Eyes are wiltully 
ſhut, can conceive any ſuch uncharitable opinion of us ; That we are 
Popilh and Superſtitious in the Service of God. Now that they all 
ſee that the Pope creeps not in amongſt them under our white Sur- 
pliccs, and is not hidden under our ſuppoted Altars, nor that our 
Religious Prayers uſher not- in the Antichriſtian Maſs. Now that 
the Holineſs of our Religion, the {igniticancy of our Ceremonics, 
the Integrity of our Laws : In a word the Excellency of our Church 
Order and Worſhip, are vitible to all the Nation : Ic would become 
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the Wiſdom and Chriſtianity of thoſe Learned and Wiſe Teaghers 
of the Presbyterian and Independent parties, to perfect what is al- 
ready begun, .and to encourage an union with us. The ſame care 
of Religion which obliged them firſt to comply with their Peoples 
miſtakes, calts them now to perſuade them out of them, left theſe 
miſtakes ſhould gangrene in their Souls through their encourage- 
ment, and turn to the ſubverſion of our Church, and the Proteſtant 
Rcligion in this Nation. I am certain that now Chriſtianity and 
the Souls of theſe men, are in greater danger through your compli- 
ance with them, my reverend Brethren, than they would be if you 
did gently deal with them, to ſhew them the lawfulneſs of our practi- 
ces and worſhip,. and perſuade them by word and deed to joyn with 
the approved forms and eſtabliſhed Service of God in this Nation. 
For now their obſtivacy is no longer weakneſs but wiltulneſs, no 
longer Conſcience but Reſolution and Averfion. You know ſufhci- 
ently how dangerous it is tonouriſh them up in an abhorrency of 
Truth, and to encourage them in a diſpleaſure y_ the Profeflors 
of it. You know how contrary to the blcfſed dilpokition of Chriſts 
Diſciples, their temper is, who are not to be reconciled with us and 
their own duty, by all the Reaſons and Commands of God and 
Man, You know, and may eaſily diſcover in your uſual hearers, if 
you pleaſe to give your ſelves the trouble, ſeveral wicked vices, as 
pride, {elfconceitednels, hypocrifie, hatred, malice, envy, &c. which 
their Non-Conformity alone hath bred and nouriſhed in their Souls. 
You know that the bleſſed rules of the Goſpel, and the {ſweet temper 
of Chriſfis Religion, requires from you another diſpoſition, and other 
carriage than many of you, and moſt of your followers expreſt to us 
your Brethren, and your Chriſtian Governors. It you have a lincere 
regard to Religion, and a deſire to advance Gods Glory on Earth ; 
you will at laſt endeavour a reconciliation, for fear of the miſchiets 
which our ſeparation from one another is like to bring upon us all. 
Remember that a compliance with your Peoples Non-Contformity, 
is no longer {caſonable, in regard of the obſtinacy of thoſe that con- 
tinue in it againſt all Law and Reaſon. You have ſuthciently com- 
plied with their humors, do you now comply with your obligations 
to God, and Man : you have had a care of the falvation of their 
Souls, now look to the preſervation of your _ and run _— 
elves 
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ſelves ipto the tenacdileſs fin of a+ wilful deniab and oppolition of 
Gods truth to the lat. - The Apoliles in their yielding to the Jewith 
miſtakes, laboured always to make them ſenfible of: their Error, by 
minding them fill that Moſes Ceremonies were not needful to be 
| | obſerved, and-at laſt.told them plainly, That 
Galat.. they were a denyal of Chriſts coming m'the 
Fleſh, It would become your Learning and 
lategrity, my reverend Brethren, to deal thus plainly with your Con- 
gregations if you would be true followers: ofrthe Holy Apoſtles. 
Tell them that Conformity to the Church. of : Ezg/and is no ſuch a 
Crime as they have imagined, that they are bound. to obey Mans 
Laws when they are not contrary to the Commands:of the Goſpel ; 
That they thould be reconciled with our Worthip:and Church, and 
firive toConform as near as they can to what is required:from them 3 
Ecllthem that Schiſm and Separation from the approved way, is a 
grievous fin.. That their Souls are in danger of Damnation by re- 
biting and: difobeying the lawtul Commands of their Superiors uwn- 
der God. That they thould take heed of not perhtting obſtinately 
in their errors, and not to refuſe obedience to the leaf Command of 
the Goſpel whendifcovercd to them. - /!Tell therto be-more in love 
with Truth than wich: Faction, more.defiwous of. meeting with the 
reſt of their Brethren m. Gods: Worſhip, than tond' of thar private 
and unlawful meetings, where the Goſpel may. be Preached, it is 
true, becauſe it is in oppotition- to their. other Brethren, and to the 
Authority of ithe Nation, they. are not warrantable by Gods Word. 
Tell them in thorr; 'that the 'Bleſf. d Goſpel 'of our Saviour as well as 
his Intereſt and- our” Glory, requires-us all to 'joyn-and unite toge- 
ther in all Ads of 'Picty on Earth, that we may avoid the Devils 
temptations and' be- mare fir-40 unite together in Heaven, to fing, 
ofaiſes to our-great Gud and Redeemer.' Our Blefſed Saviour, who' 
is dead for.you as welt as for.us, and is gone-to prepare a place torius 
in the glorious Manſions. of Eternity intends not to receive you by 
your.ſclves, and appoint your aboads dittinct from the reſt of Chri-. 
{tians : why are you ſo ſcrupulous or fo ſuperſtitious, as for trivial- 
matters. now. to divide from us in that Worlhip- which is to-prepare 
as for Gods preſence. Q my Brethren, did we but conhder how: 
ridiculous/ our Nation appear3 to our Neighbours, and to the _ 
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Angels above, and how plealing our Divihons are to our Enemies of 
Rome, we (hould doubtleſs bluſh for ſhame to have lntherto encoura- 
ged a ſeparation ſo childiſh and ill grounded, for no other cauſe but 
the humor and miſtakes of the vulgar ſort,{ceing that it renders us lia- 
ble tethe reproach of Men and Angels, and cauleth us all to be in dan- 
ger of the ruin of our worlcl, intereſt,aud what milſchicts it cauſeth to 
the Souls of men do you judge. If the reſpe to Religion be Pre- 
tended, examin whether this pretence can avail againſt an apparent 
Duty, or excuſe you from. a fubmithon to the Laws of God and 
Man, examin whether at preſent you draw not more evil upon the 
heads of your Followers, and Religion it ſelf, by an oppoſition to 
Conformity, than you would by yielding to Reaſon and Law, and 
to your Chriſtian obligations. 

I know that ſome prophane and vicious perſons refuſe to be con- 
formable for other reaſons, becauſe they have caſt off all reſpects for 
their God and Religion. I know the Jeſuits and the diſguiſed Pa- 
piſts amongſt you,” will not Contorm to our Church, but exclaim 
againſt, our Religious Worlhip, becauſe they have a wicked deſign 
to manage the ruin of the Nation : But I intend not theſe lines for 
their benehit and peruſal, but only for ſuch of our Non-Conforming 
Brethren, whoſe hearts God 'may at Jaſt move with a ſence of their 
duty to joyn with us in Gods Service. They that hereafter ſhall re- 
fuſe, and continue in an obſiinate retuſal, and in their uſual clamors 
againſt us may juſtly be ſuſpe&.d tor Papilis, or ſome hired to pro- 
mote the Jcſuitical deſign, the overthrow of Church and State, Were 
the differences in Religion between us in tie Fandamentals, 'a Se- 
paration would be well grounded, But we all agree in the chief 
Articles of our Faith, we embrace together the ſame” Religion and 
Bclicf, we wor{hip the ſame one God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
and expect Salvation through the Merits'of a Crucihicd Chriſt, we 
ſubſcribe to the fame Covenant of Grace, and acknowledge but 
two Sacraments as Seals, we look upon the Holy Scriptures, as the 
only infallible Rule of our Faith and PraQtice In a word we agree 
in all theefſential parts of the Chriitian Religion, many of the cir- 
cumſtances in which we difagree are ſo inconfiderable. that if we 
had not an carneft defire to contend,” they would not be able to cauſe 
any diſpute, much leſs to diſturb the publick peace: i 
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"The chief differences are about Church Government, and Gods 
Publick Worſhip, for the latter they are fo frivolous, idle and im- 
pertinent, that I ſhall ſay no more in vindication of our practices, . 
than hath bcen already faid, but tor the Government we agree in 
the chicf Principles and Maxims, though we differ in the conclu- 
fion, For we all ſay that in all Church Governments amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, that there is a regard to be had to the Medels allowed of and 
appointed by the Holy Apoſtles and Primitive Fathers, That the 
Rulcs of the Goſpel ought not tobe oppoſed but obeyed in the pre- 
(ribing of Laws for the preſervation of Chriſtian Societies, That 
in all Church Government there is a fpecial regard to be had'to the 
end of all Government, which. is the ſafety of the whole to keep it 
trom the attempts of all Enemies and dangers. That this may cauſe 
a variety in Kingdoms and Nations, agreeable to the Government 
mn the State, to the nature and inclinations of the people and ſevetal 
other cixcumſiances which are to/ be weighed in this Caſe, 'That 
a Government eſtabliſhed in a Nation by the publick Authority, if 
not contrary to:Gods Word and Will, ought nat to be refifted by 
Chriſtian Subjets. That every individual Believer muſt not pre- 
ſume to cenfure and murmur againſt the appointed Order in Church 
or State, or meddle with the Princes Othce and Power. That the 
Government in the Church belongs to the Sovereign Prince under 
God, as well as in the State : and thatit is a dangerous preſumption 
for every private perſon to venture to contradict the Laws, which 
ſuch Lawful Princes think convenient in their wifdom to ſettle in a 
Church': in theſe and ſuch like truths, Þ ſuppoſe moſt of our Non- 
Conforming Brethren will agree with us. _ But nevertheleſs, the 
Presbyterian;will-be governed by his Presbytery and Eay-Elders, in a 
{ubordination to-'Aﬀemblies and Synods. The Independent will 
acknowledge no- Orders in the Church but what arc appointed in 
his Congregation, and both refuſe Obedience to Epiſcopal Autho- 
rity, though ſuitable to the former Rules and Maxims: Epiſcopacy 
recommends to us in Gods Church a Monarchical Authority, Presby- 
tery would have an Ariſtoeratical mixed, with Democracy, the Inde- 
pendent pleads for a Democratical. To what purpoſe is this adoe 
about Government ? it concerns not our Salvation in caſe we' behave 
our ſclves juſtly, righteouſly, and. foberly, in this preſent world: 4 
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Caſe we can but lead a quiet and peaccable life, in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. As this is the chief duty of every individual Chriſtian, it 
ſhould be our endeavour and purpoſe in all our ations. The Pres- 
byterian forſook Epiſcopacy, and thought to mend his condition 
under that Government, he gave an Example to the Independent to 
forſake Presbytery with hopes of living with more caſe in anew Go- 
vernment, never heard of in the Primitive Church, unleſs it be a- 
mongſt Hereticks and Enemies of Gods Truth, tor the eſtabliſhing 
of this ſtrange Ordcrin this Church, they lay down moſt dangerous 
Dodrines, contrary to. Gods Word and all Reaſon; for inſtance, 
That. every Chriftian upon the account of 
being ſo, a real Chriſtian, a good man, and Separation no Schiſm, 
a Believer, may be no member of Chriſts viſt ts oppoſition =- mo 
ble Church, and is not bound to joyn in ex- — + 4, wry , 
texnal Communion with it where it may be ; 
had.,. That a ſuſpicion or a bare perſuaſion of ſin in the publick pra- 
Qices commanded by Authority, is ſufficient to free both Miniſter 
and Pcople from their Qbedience, and Licenſe them to AR con- 
trary to the (arhe, That Chriſtians are not ſubje& to Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws, unleſs they be contained in the Holy Scripture, That men 
may be Chriſtians without any ſubjection to Authority, or depen- 
dency upon Chriſts Church. And ſuch like Do&trines dire&ly con- 
trary to Chriſts great delign in mans Re- 
demption, which S. Pa#l tells us was Union, rpheſians iis 16; 
That he might reconcile all unto God in one 
Body by the Croſs, 1 would have theſe my Brethren know, that 
as man' was crcated in reſpect toa Society, he is alſo redeemed with 
the ſame relation, for we cannot think that this good Saviour hath 
freed him from fin and the Devils power, to live by himſelf for eve 
as a wild Anchorct. in the. Deſart,and Mountains ;hehath enlightne 
his followers with that ſpirit, and given them thofe principles that 
tend to Union and Communion. Therefore St. Paz! faith, in 1 Cor. 
Xiv. 33. That God is not the Author of Confuſion but of Peace, as 
in all the Churches of the Saints, What means the Apottle by Peace? is 
it that every individual Chriſtian ſhould be ſcattered upon the face 
of the Earth, and upon the lcalt ſuſpicion or ill grounded prejudice: 
abominate all correſpondency in the Publick Worthip of God, that 
CG 3 he 
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he ſhould look upon his brethren redeemed by the ſame bloud, go- 
verned by the ſame ſpirit, and animated with the ſame hopes, wich 
a ſupercilious countenance, and fly ftrom them as from a Wolf or a 
Devil. Yet theſe are the conſequences of ſome of the Independent 
principles. But I ſuppoſe it no diftcult matter to reclaim moſt of 
them from ſuch pernicious opinions, which have proved as delſtru- 
Rive to thcir private Congregations, as th: y have to the Church of 
England, for they tend to encourage diſorder, and to licenſe men to 
caſt off all reſpe&s to all Governours and Government of what ſort 
ſoever. But methinks it we had that honour for our Nation as 
becomes us, and as other people have for theirs, we ſhould not be 
more fond of the new modes in Government and Gods Worſhip re- 
commended to us by our Neighbours, and impoſed upon us by a 
Scotch Frolick, than of the antient and wiſe method and Govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed amongſt us by our Forefathers. Why mult the new 
fangles and faſhions of ſtrangers affe&t us more than the diſcreet 
conliructions of our own Chriſtian Rulers ? Though the people of 
our Nation alter often their habits, methinks in ſo ſerious a buſineſs 
as Religion, Government and Gods Worſhip, we thould not be fo 
changeable as we are in our apparel. 

I know the rigid Independents are accuſed for denying the appoin- 
ted maintenance to Miniſters, Tythes, the encouragement of Learn- 
ing and Gods Service they are accuſed for not allowing any ſet 
forms of Prayer, not ſo much as the Lords Prayer, for not admittin 
any to the Ordinances but ſuch as are of their own fraternicy, for 
Sie 26, Billy Difiue _—_— the _— Power over the 

C, > - ly, for allowing the killing of all oppo= 
_ — = Eo. "But thele wicked Dodtrines I ft urls 
are not maintained by the moſt moderate 
Independents, who differ from us chiefly in the Government of the 
Church : in all other things it is likely that they may be brought to 
comply with us, though at preſent they give themſelves the liberty 
to abuſe and carp-at many other innocent circumftances of the Relt- 
gion and Worſhip of the Church of Exgland. 

I find my felf engaged in this place to give a Reply to a grand 
Objection againlt th's Advice, and call to Conformity which ſeems 
to be allowed by St. Pal, in his Fourteenth Chapter of his Epiſtle 
to 
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tothe R-mans, and which is commonly pleaded as an excuſe by our 
Non: Conforming Brethren. That they extreamly ſuſpe&t our prattices 
and worſhip to be ſinful, and therefore they are not bound t2 act againſt a 
dowbting Conſciexce, by joyning with us in that which they conceive to be 
unlareful. Agreeable to S. Paxl's words in another occaſion and 
caſe, Hethat doubteth is 4amned if he eat, becauſe be eateth not of faith, 
for whatſoever is not of faith is ſin. 

This paſſage is but a weak Plea for Non-Conformity in England, 
for the Romans caſc and ours differ in theſe particulars. Their Con- 
eroverſies were concerning the aboliſhed Ceremonies of the Zews, or 
the prophane practices of the Heathen Idolaters, ours arc about the 
Lawtul,. Decent, and Religious Ceremonies of Chrittians. Their 
Controverlics were about ſuch mattcr, as were in themſclves ſcan» 
dalous, as cating of things ſacrificed to Idols, partaking with the Ido- 
laters in a Heathen Temple, or obſerving the Faſti and Nefaſti, days 
of good or ill luck, according to the Roman perſualion : but our 
Diſpates are tor ſuch thmgg as all acknowledge to be harmleſs and 
innocent. The Romans were newly Converted to Chriſtianity, and 
therefore many weak in 'Faith were not to be diſcouraged by the 
liberty other men allowed themſelves, we in Exgl/and methinks, 
thould:be well grounded and fetled in the Chriſtian Religion, and 
pot to be diſcouraged from its Protcfſhon by every trifle. The things 
in Controverſic were never enjoyned, or looked upon by the Ruters 
of that Church as ht co be praftiſed, and of any decency in Gods 
Worſhip, ourmatters 11 diſpute are approved by the Authority of 
the Nation, atd-every true hearted Englrfh Soul, is bound by the un- 
deniableLaws of God as well as by Mans Laws, and for the credit of 
the Nations as well as for the preſerving of publick Peace and Unity, 
to-Submit and Cenform. Do you think in Conſcience, that in our 
eale it S, Paul didliveiamonglt us, that he would bid you not Con- 
form, Becawuſe you are damned if you Conform doubting. He that tells 
you in the tormer Chapter, verl. 16, Be of the ſame mind one towards 
auother. Mind not high things, but condeſcend to men of low eſtate. Be 

not wiſe in your own conceits, And in the fifteenth Chapter, verſ. 5. 
Be ye like mmded one- towards another, that ye way with one mind and 
with one mouth glorifie God, even the Father of our Lord Peſts Chrift, 
Thiak ye that he would have opened ſo wice a gap to Non-Con- 
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formity, and to the finiſter deſigns of Apoſtats and Hereticks. Think 
ye that he would have given this liberty to diſturb the Churches 
Peace, to theſe Sons of Tumult and Diviſion, to tell them that a 
groundleſs fuſpition of fin in the practices of the Church, or the bare 
pretence is Caſtcient to jultifie their irregularities, diſorders, ſchiſms, 
ſeparation and diſobedience to the Commands of their Superiors, 
He that tells you that ye muſt needs be ſiubjeft for Conſcience ſake, would 
he have (aid that a naked excuſe, or a meer immagination of fin in 
the things enjoyned, frees you from all ſubjecion, and gives you 
liberty to diſobey the Magiſtrate in indifferent mattres. Are you to 
prefer your wilful ſuſpitions or groundleſs fancies, to the declarations 
of your Brethren and Chriſtian Rulers, to imagin fin in that' which 
they think not only lawful, but alſo needful to be practiſed. This 
General Rule Whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin, verl. 23. is miſapplicd 
to our caſe, and is not to be allowed as a lawful excuſe for the omi(- 
fion of an apparent duty, for there are none of our Non-Conformiſts 
but might eaſily attain to that Knowledge and Faith, which might 
juſtifie their Unity with us. Were they living amongſt the Canibals 
orin the darkneſs of Popery, or Heatheniſh Idolatry, where. none 
were able to remove their doubts, to ſatisfie their minds, and inform 

their Conſciences, this plea might be ſo.long 
Calig. aut in Sole, Quin= allowable till they were able to gain more 
fil. knowledg. But for them to ſhut their eyes 

toall the beams of light, and their ears to all 
the Reaſons, Arguments, and PerſuaGons, of the Doors of the 
Church of England, and to ſay we axe blind, we don't believe, we 
are not perſuaded, and therefore our Conformity without Faith 
would be a fin, is a moſt ridiculous pretence, unto which meer ne- 
cellity drives them who are obſtinately reſolved to the contrary, Sup- 
poſe a Heathen or a Papiſt ſhould have had the ſame advantages as 
you have to underſtand the Truth, and as ſtrong invitations to make 
profeſſion of the Goſpel, would you allow them this pretence to 
excuſe themſelves from embracing the Goſpel? Why did not the 
Presbytcrians and Independents approve of this Plea in thoſe whom 
they caſt out of their Aſſemblies for Religions ſake, and would not 
admit them to communion ? Men mult take he:d in this corrupt Age, 
of ſuch general Rules which the Devil is wont to wrelt, to promote 
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his own wicked purpoſe. But in this caſe you will ſay what ſhall 
we do? what courſe ſhall we take? for our Conſciences have gotten 
ſuch a command over us and our judgments through ſuch'like per- 
ſuaſions, that we can enjoy no peace within our breaſts, if we com- 
ply with you,in things ſo contrary to our principles. We are as much 
afraid to hear your praycrs, as to w_—_ before an Idol of Stone or 
Timber, to {ce a white Surplice, as to afliſt at Maſs, to have a Croſs 
upon our Childrens forcheads as to receive the marks of the Bealt : 
In a word, weare as much afraid toſubmit our ſelves to your Wor- 
ſhipand the Government ot Biſhops, as to Apoſtatize from Chrift, 
and forſake Chriſtianity. This tear and theſe perſuaſions cannot 
cally be overcome., what advice therefore would you give us that 
we in this caſe, might take that Courle, which -may agree in ſome 
reſpe&s with our obligations to our Superiors, and favour us a little 
in our weakneſs, that we may not do any thing to diſturb the peace 
of our Conſciences, which you ſay are miſ-led, 
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rethren, who are poſſeſſed with ſuch ſtrong prejudices 
againſt the Church of England, that they — eaſily 
overcome them: and a Reconciliation propoſed. : 


I Will freely- grant what you-would have us believe, . that you are 

afraid by a compliance with our Church to wound your Conſci- 
ences, or'to a& contrary to your perſuaſion, which you think to be 
well grounded : and that by fuch a proceeding you ſhould diſturb 
the quiet of your Souls, as when Conſcientious men commit a fin a- 
painſt Gods Laws. Yet my Brethren in this caſe your reſolved 
Non-Conformity is not warrantable, nor a reeing with Chriſtian 
prudence, becauſe your Superiors to whoſe Judgments, Reaſon and 
Daty, teaches you to yield a little, condemns it as prejudicial. to the 
publick: and becauſe it' is ſoapparently deſtrutive to Peace and all 
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Chriſtian vertues which Unity and Uniformity in Religion: are 
wont to nouriſh in a Socicty. Therefore in this caſe for your own 
quict and the publick Peace, I adviſe you my Brethren to obſerve a 
n-<dium between a (irict Conformity and a Non-Conformity, until 
ſuch time as you can be better informed, and to praGtiſe theſe follow- 
ing Rules, which will infallibly give your Souls and Conſciences fa- 
tistaction, and anſwer in ſome reſpects your obligations to your 
Superiors under God, as well as f{ccure the publick peace of the 
Church. However IT am certain you are bound by Gods Holy Word 
to obſcrve theſe Rules 3 that though the caſe were as you ſuſpe,I am 
certain, that if you will govern your ſelves by them, your Non-Con- 
formity, will be leſs dangerous to your Souls, more exculable before 
God, - and le(s hurtful tothe Nation; | | 

. I. Abſtain from all difreſpe&tful words, ſlanderous reports; baſe 
afpcrſions, and railing accuſations, and unworthy impatations of 
our Government, Worſhip and Orders of the Church. Suffer not 
your ſuſpicions of fin to break out into an open injuſtice and filchy 
language. If your judgments be infc&cd,dehile not your tongues with 
the ſame pollution, Let a Chriſtian moderation bridle in that liberty, 
which men commonly give chemſelves, of ſpeaking any thing againſt 
that which thcy cannot phancr, and let not your miſtakes appear far- 
ther than your own Souls. This reſtraint is moſt juſt, reaſonable, and 
agreeing with the paſſages of Gods Blefſed Word, for it is but juſt 
that you thould abltain trom abufmg that Church and Covernment, 
which ſecures your Lives and Eſtates, from which your Forefathers 
and many of you, have received the advantage of. being Chriſtians; 
It was a great ingratitude in one of the Sons of Noah, to reveal and 
ſport himſelf with-the ſight of his Fathers Nakedneſs. 'It is as great 
an ingratitud6 in the Ergliſþ SubjeRs, and deſeryes as ſevere'a Curlt, 
to blaze abroad and- delight to publiſh in every Company the ſuſ- 
peed nakednels of their Mother the Church of Eagl/and, from whoſe 
Breaſts they have ſucked many benefits. It is 'very remarkable that 
when the Children of Iſrael were going into tne Land of Canaan, to 
tive amorghk the Heathens, God gave them this Commandment for 
the preſeryation of th= publick Peace of his People, which would have 
been broken,. if they had by their unhandfom Language, fiirred up 
the Heathens jealoulic for the Honour. of theis Gods. Thox ſhalt not 
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revile the Gods, nor curſe the Rulers of thy People. Exod. xxii. 28. They 
differed in eflential matters of Religion, yet God would not ſuffer 
his People to rail againſt choſe falſe Divinities, Iſt that might dif- 
quiet and diſturb the publick tranquillity. And for that very caufe 
when the Fews were in Captivity in Babylon, Jeremiah ſent them a 
Letter by Gods Command, To ſeek the peace of the City whither they 
were carried away Captives, and pray unto the Lord for it, for in _— 
thereof ſhall ye have peace, Jerem. xxix. 7. The Fews were Gods 
People, the Babylonians were Idolaters, yet God would not ſuffer 
them to defame or ſpeak any thing, which might hinder the peace 
of that Kingdom. Likewiſe it was obſerved by the Town- Clerk 
of Epheſus, in his harangue to the People in their uproar, That the 
Chriftians were netther Robbers of Churches, nor yet Blaſphemers of the 
Goddeſs Diana. Ads xix. 37. And the Heathens coufld commend 
the Chriſtians for their moderation, and diſ- 

cretion in this reſpe&. And is it juſt, that you Faſtin Martyr. 

my Brethren, ſhould be continually reviling 

and blaſpheming that Worſhip and Religion, whereof the eſtabliſh- 
ment renders ye quiet'in the poſſeſſion of. your Eltates : That Reli- 
gion and Worſhip, againſt which you have nothing but Suſpicions, 
and not ſuch Allegations as the Fews had againſt the Babyloniſh, and 
as the Chrittians had againſt the Heathenilſh Religion. Our Peace 
I cortels is not diſturbed in that manner as theirs had been, had they 
treated the Heathens as many of you do us, for you have to deal 
with thoſe Chriftians, that look upon you as Brethren, and can ſuffer 
affronts and difgraccs with patience, but our moderation excuſes 
not the violent and uncharitable exprefions and blaſphemies too 
much in uſe amongſt the indiſcreeteſt of our difſenting Brethren. 
Whatevcr therefore be your thoughts and ſuſpicions of us, let your 
words be modeſt, and let them favour of that Chriſtian Charity 
which we thould entertain for ore another. 

II. Seck not to propagate your diſpleaſures _—_ our Church 
and Worthip,nor to gain Proſelytes to your Scets. You have but ſuſ- 
picions of fin tolay to our Charge,no real Accuſations,no open Idola- 
try, nor plain Superſtition to fatten upon our Church and Worſhip: 
though this ſuſpicion as yeu pretend.is ſufficient to excuſe your Non- 
Contormity, it may not have the ſame effect upon others; that 
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which is but a ſuſpicion in you, ſhall aſſuredly be an Article of Faith 
in a Diſciple, for Error like the Snow-balls increaſeth the farther 
it goes. Education and Cultom will cauſe your Children to abomi- 
nate, what you look upon to be tolerable, it you bring them up in 
an averſion for it.. It is obſerved concerning hereticks and miſtakes 
in Religion, that' their, Diſciples were i fax 
Matt.-XXXil. 15s more the Children of Hell than-their Mafiers, 
and more violent and more exttavagant.in 
their deviations from the Truth. It is therefore very darigerous to 
draw into the ſame groundleſs ——_ unexperienced Souls, who 
arc apt to improve miſtakes to the diſturbance of the publick and 
their own damnation : If therefore you will not bein love with your 
ejudices, take heed how. you w__y up your Children in ſuch per- 
Ga fions, as may haſten their ruin and the Nations calamities. And 
if you cannot prevail upon your (elves to forſake your opinions, be 
not ſo fond of your diſtemper to communicate it to others, but en- 
courage them in the performance of their duties, 

III. Givenot credit too unadviledly to the il reports that concern 
the Church and its Government, for there is nothing that increaſerh 
ſo much the diſpleaſure againſt it, as that wicked policy of our Ac 
verſaries. They miſrepreſent us to the people, and deal with us as 
the Jeſuits in Spain do with the Proteſtants condemned-to the tire, 
they cloath thern with Paper Goats and Caps, all covered over wich 
ſhapes of Devils and firangechimera's to render them more trighttul 
to the vulgar fort:- thus do our {ubtil enemics.cover us over with 
the figures of Devils, Idolatry, Superſtition and Grimes, which when 
well examined'will appear to be only the cffets of their malice ra« 
ther than expreſſions of our delervings. | 

IV \Search with diligence into the differences between us, take 
the afliftance of Gods Holy Word, inquire inco our Practices and 
Belicf, and by Prayer endeavour to underfiand the Truth, that you 
tray/lcarn topractiſe it, We dare appeal to the Judgments of the 
moti-moderate of you, we are no ſ{uch Idolatcrs as fome would have, 
Thert 4s nothing of Superſtition enjoyned in our Church : we will 
be tried by Gods Word, and the ſound interpretation of ' the Holy 
Fathers, Read over Mr. Hooker's Kocteſraftical Policy, commended by 
our Royal Mastyr.. Read his Opinion of our Church Worthip and 
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Govtrrimenttin his incomparable Book.. His judgment is worthy to 
be looked upon. . { have ever! efttemed, ſaith he, /1 2rd 1471) 
the: Church of England the beft Profeſſion of In a Letter to the 
Religion, becauſe it comes neareſt to Gods Word Price of Watts. 
for Dofirine, and to tbe Primitive Examples for 
Government. Read Biſhop Bancroft,” | Downham,- Hall, Bilſon, and 
Dr. Taylor ngsinft Prechytry; in Vindication of the Churth of England, 
Read our later Diſputations aboue the marters in queſtion between 
us, &c. f 104 g 
; V.. Drawas nearto us in yourReligious Worſhip, as your Con- 
ſciences will ſaffer you, endeavour to ailitt at Prayers, and if you 
can have no Devotion inwardly, however expreis outwardly that 
reſpe&, that is due toyour God whom we adore, Whatever you pre- 
tend, I cannot think any'of you ſo extraordinary miftaker as to think 
that a Crime, which we reckon d Duty, and {o' Superſtitious as to 
ſcruple at an attendance with us in our Service of God, If therefope 
you be wilkng toattain to a freedom from all thoſe niceties,and fears, 
be frequent at the publick Prayers of the Church. If youcannot at 
tixft have any Devotion, this frequentativn will ſoon bring you to a 
right reliflr of thoſe Petitions,” and that way of Worſhip, and the 
ſooner, if you will obſerve the motions of the Body enjoyncd in the 
Common-Prayzr 3 for this ſubmiſlien and this cuſtom will have 2 
ſpcedy influence upon your minds, and cauſe your Souls to joyn in 
the ſame reſpatts to God. Certain it is that the nearneſs of relation 
between the Soul and the Body, will beget a mutual comphlance 
between the Adtidns of the one and the AﬀeRions of the other ; 
that the often prachiling'of things mult needs reconcile us to'thoſe 
pcrfoxtnances, and remove the tirongeſt prejudices which are 'n6t 
cd in reaſon, nor frengthned by Divine Revelation, nor any 
worldly intcrett, which in this cauſe ought to have no hand. It 
therefore any weak Brother cannot at prefent comply with the Devo- 
tions of the Chuzch of England, it he finds an inward repugnancy 
for our publick Praycrs, which hinders him trom -ycceiving that be- 
nefit and comfort thereby intended : Let him follow and try 'my 
advice. but a few tnonths, let han force-his Body to obſerve all the 
motions of reſpeft commanded m the Rubrick : let him ſtand up 
when wc give-glory to-God and ling torth his'/praiſess let him kneel 
H 3 In 
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in Prayer, .and outwardly obſerve a due Reverence, and he fhall-find 
that his former averſion wilt inſenkibly wear -away, .and by degrees 
he will bring his Soul co a. hearty and Religious compliance with 
our godly Forms of Prayer,: which before he could never uſe with 
any ſatisfaGion to his mind :\Heſhall ftind-his unhappy humor of diſ- 
content. evaporate it (elf, and, his Body draw after the Soul and its 
faculties/toa ſincere worlhipping} of. our good God, 1in-the nianner | 
that is praftiſed amongſt us; ' This' and/many 'other'direions to 
this ſame purpoſe I recommend to your peruſal, my Brethren, 'who 
are willing to beicured of all prejudice againti our Chureh arid Wor- 
ſhip, you ſhall hnd chem in my Chriſtians Devotions and Direttory, now 
in the Pres. 

However I would adviſe. you, for your own and the Churches 
Peace, todraw asnear as you can to us,and be frequent in the offering, 
up of the Prayers; of the Church, for. this:propinquity will both ac- 
quaint you with:the innocency of, our practices, and free you from 
all choſe idle and needleſs apprehenhions of fin, which a diſtance from 
us begets. and nourithes in your minds, | , | 

Many other Seaſonable Advices I.could give you to the ſame pur- 
pole, . but the compendiouſneſs of this Tract ſuffers me not to en- 
large. 

f you were deſirous of a reconciliation, there are ways to be found 
out to bring us all together : And though we ltand at ſuch a diſtance, 
and eptertain ſuch unreaſonable animolities againſt one anothers 
perſons. and. praRices; I dare engage .to offer to'you my Brethren, 
ſuch. propoſals. as may agree: with molt -of your Couſcriences, and 
with.the honour of our Church, and the Majeſty of our Laws, with 
2 little mitigation. ,Qur Governors no doubt will. be willing to 
embrace ſuch amongſi/ you as lead a good. Life, and to encourage 

your Conformity by all potſible means. Neglect not this motion 
but anſwer it with a Chriftian compliance. You ſhall tind us all 
both Clergy and People, xeady to receive you, for: we havein this 
Nation ſuch Worthy, Wiſe, Learned, and Chrittian Rulers 'in the 
Church, as no Nation can thew the like : nor was ever our Church 
better furniſhed with able Divines, skill'd in all kind -of Learning,nor 
more remarkable for their Wiſdom, Piety, and Moderation: You 
{tall find our Bilhops for the Publick Peace of the Church, ready to 


CON» 


+. — —_— 


1.3204 YT IP PIE” 


—_ 


to all True Proteſtants. 55 


condeſcend to your weaknels in all ſuch chings, as ſhall agree with 
their Conſciences, the honour and good of the Church, and the 
preſervation of his Majclties Authority. | 

This Nation was never bl:fſed with a more merciful, mild and 
more gracious Prince, more willing to be govern'd by Law and Rea- 
ſon, an Enemy of blood and-violence, You {ce that he bears with 
your infirmities, ſuffers you to take that liberty in matters of Rcligi- 
on, which the ſeverity of the Law condemns. His goodneſs and ex- 
callent diſpoſition is an invitation to you : Abuſe not his Royal Fa- 
vors to your. own prejudice and the publick wrong; Let his Reign 
be. Bleſſed with an accommodation-of thoſe differences, which have 
involved us alrcady in unſpeakable Miſcries and woful Tragedics: 

Some of our Governors need not be adviſcdtoa Chriſtian modera- 
tion.,and a kind reception of the weak Brethren. This Noble and Sca- 
fonable Vertue hath gained the greateſt part of conſiderable Towns'to 
Conformity, and won them the eſteem of all 
their people.For though it is not ſafe to com» The preſent Biſhop of Bath 
ply with Schiſm and FaQtion, by falling away nd Wells, by a kind and 
from our Duty, and the obſervance of the _ 7m ne 
Laws, there is a wiſe behaviour in requiring __ ad. the — 
obedicnce with meekneſs and Chriſtian com- , formats. 
placency,which prevails more upon the minds | 
of men, than that furious zeal which wauld have fire to come down 
from Heaven upon all oppoſers. 

I darc ingage to you, my Non-Conforming Brethren, if you will 
diſcover the leaſt forwardnelſs to this bleſſed Union : All the Biſhops, 
Clergy, and good People of the Land will rejoycc, and that ſuch 
conditions ſhall be granted to you, which Reafon, Conſcience, . and 
your own Intereſt will require you to atcept. O that. you would 
therefore all defire and ſeek for this Union with us in Gods Holy 
Worlhip, and thereby ſecure the publick Peace of the Church, the 
proſperity of your King and Country, 'from all' wicked attempts of 
Barbarous Encmics. O that you would but prefer this your interc(t 
of your Soul and Body, and the indiſpenſable obligations to the 
Laws, to your own unadviſcd phancies or the jealoulics of blinded: 
and deluded Conſciences, 
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I hall therefore conclude this Seaſonable Advice,with an Addreſs, 
eo you the Chitf Leaders and Teachers of theſe gur Brethren, 


'CHAP.'vt. 


An Exhortation to all the Learned, Piows, and Chriſtian 
Texchers amongſt our Nou-Conforming. Brethren, to pre- 
vent in time the Nations ruin, by an Unity with w ; ant] 
to lay aft{t all Prefudice #nd Partiality!' ' 


WW E look upon' many of you to be men of SFeat Learning, and 
Exemplary Pity, ſome of you by your Religious Works, 
have gained an eſteem amongſt all the Reformed Churches : your 
| Lives are ſaid to be anſwerable to your Do- 
Mr. B4xter's Works. &rines. Many are enlightned, inſtructed, and 
-— perſuaded from {in by your Teaching : as 
therefore a'Rimran (aid of a good man on the contrary ſide, Vtina 
I could repeat thEword a.thouſand times, Vtmam ngfter efſes, reac, 
to Ged that you and we were but one, would toGod that you would 
joyn With us, and be perſuaded to unite in one Religion and Wor- 


ſhip. 

The multitudes that throngiat your Aſſemblies, look upon you 
alſo to be men that make Conſcience of your ways, By your Preach- 
ing they ſee that you are not pngrant of the Holy Scriptures, and. of 
the Revealed Will of God. What can they conclude from henc 
and your ahhorrency of us, but that you muſt be more quick-ft x 
than they arc, to (py an Eno in our Worihip and Prayers, fome- 
thing of Idolatry, and. uplawful-to practiſe, which cauſes you to 
ſeparate'from us for fear of -a:dehlement. I know ſeveral perſons 
that this conſideration alone hath prejudiced fo far againſt us, that 
they have told me and cannot be perſuaded to the contrary, that 
there muſt needs be ſomething of Superſtition in our Church, for otherwiſe 
ſo many Learned men wonld never ftand at ſuch a diftance from us, others 
have caſt all the fault upon your Conſciences, as it your Conſci- 
ences 
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encies my Reverend Brethren, were.to be blinded and miſtaken in 
ſo plain and clear a buſineſs 3 Fhatis free far me to pradliſe, forne have 
ſaid to me, it may be other mens Conſciences cannot allow, Your pious 
behaviour, and good lives in the eyes of the world, firengthens 
them in this charitable opinion of you, and ſiniſter opinion of us and 
of our Church, ſo that they look upon us as formaliſts, temporiſers, 
men-pleaſers, worldlings, and our Rulers as Perfecutors, to Ena&t 
thoſe juſt Laws, which tend to the preſervation of the Nations Peace, 
and Honour. For Gods (ake begin now toundeceive them, ſuffer 
not your people to continue for ever in their dangerous miſtakes, 
which nouriſhes envy, hatred, malice, diſpleaſure, and keeps them in 
that hainous and crying Sin before God Schiſm, which cauſed 
once the Earth to open her infernal jaws to 
devour the firſt Authors of it alive. Numbers xvi. 
Your Danger I conceive is greater than 
theirs ; fot all the fins that they are guilty of by their ſeparation, 
and the vices nouriſhed in them by this diviſion, will be charged 
upon you by our great Judge at the laſt Tribunal. And why will 
you load your ſelyes with other mens Crimes ? Have you not miſ- 
carriages enough of your own to Anſwer for? Were it not for you 
and your Religious Carriage, all your people would be ecafily per- 
ſuadcd to liſten to Reaſon and their Duty to the Church. Bur as you 
have hitherto kept up the FaCtion for Reaſons that we may chance 
to be ignorant of z Now let me tell you, that you indanger both the 
Bodies and the Souls, the preſent and the future intereſt of your 
Congregations : If you will yet ſtifly refuſe. a Compliance and an 
Union with us your Brethren. You fee the condition of this Nati- 
on,the malice and deligns of our Eneraies, the danger that hangs over 
our headsz you ſee what advantage our diviſions in Religion are 
likely to give them, how they endeavour to keep us aſunder, and 
laugh at our folliesand needleſs difſentions : why will you befriend 
the Pope and his Papiſts? why will you yield them your affiſtance, 
and employ your Gitts and Talents, to advance Popery amongſt us, 
and ruin your People and their Poſterity? Don't you think, that 
theſe quarrels berween Proteſtants, have increaſed the number'of 
Atheilis and Papilts? It hath been the uſual reaſon employed: by 
their Jcſuits to delude poor Souls into their Damnable Religzon, ito 
I etch 
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tell chem,that we amongſt our ſelves were not'well agreed, what Re- 
ligion to chuſe 3 and-thatthoſc of the Reformed Religion were al- 
ways jangling about Fundamentals. And: how many prophane and 
looſe perfons have been glad to catch at this occaſion, to excuſe them- 
{elves from obſerving the Laws of Ged. 
Belides, conſider what danger thoſe poor Souts avc in that are your 
cn_ eres; whore —— s plaufible before-mer, 
it tbythoſe ftsong b iniquity, prejudice; pride, 
bngularity, hatred, envy; 'fehiſm, &c. and drags to Eternal - 19m 
tigh without Repentance and:the Merits of a good Savieur. Open 
your Eyextherbforc my Beloved Brethren, look '1o your own, yortt 
Congregations, the Nations, and the publick danger: and the Lord 
of his Mercy open your Hearts to have ſome compatſion of them and 
your (clyes, that you may bring a ſpecdy remedy; to theſe diſtempers 
tn the Church, which wall neves be cured withou you. => 
I commend the Jeſuits in. China, for their wiſdom and diſcretion 
Icomplying/and joyning wich the Proteſtant Merchants in all Du- 
tics.of Religion, and they with the Jefuits in the parts of Gods Wor- 
ſhip which arc lawful, howerer-they abfiam from all Diſputes, and 
Quarzc|sabaut Cheiltian Religion, before the Brabhmars and the Hea- 
thens, lefi 1hat the differences in Religion might nor appear to ther 
and hinder the enabracing Chrittianity, Camet we eÞferve the 
{me policy > we have much more reaſon. thaty they, our differences 
axe not confidezabl:. Ceaſe therefore to-canton your felves, and keep 
np-your FaGions Why will you for workdly intereft or any carnal 
cnd,. bring Clirifts Church in Eaglend to utter ruin ? I you-cannot 
be ſenſible of the/Nations danger, by that which-I have already 
ſented, Confides that io the late burly burly ivrhe Weſt, upon) 2 Hilfe 
Alarm of the French being lauded upon the Coaft of Derſer-ſhire, ſorne- 
ab the frencelk Presbyternns and - Jadependents, ov ſirch at leaſt 2s 
retended: that Religion to excuſe themfelves from an attendance 
upon the Pabtick-Qudinance, had combined together to plunder the 
Houſes of: Rich Minifters, Gentlemen and Wealthy Farmers, if there 
had bean any Truth is-the Invahion. ; 
My Reverend Brethren, 1 beſeech you for the Lords fake, con- 
figer|{eriouftythes. particular, that will diſcever to- you the prefent 
difpokitiqus/ of our diflenting, Brethren, and the future dangers of 
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their Dividing from our Church. Animokity is increaſed to that 
height in their Souls, that the Bleſſed Rules of the Goſpel are not re- 
rded, that the Laws Human and Divine will be.trampled under 
| 99; that Plunder, Robberies, and Maſſacres, will be the end of 
your teaching many of them not to. joyn with us. I cannot think 
that any of you will approve of ſuch wickedneſles- as theſe, yet theſe 
you may ſee to be the fruits of ovr Diviſions in frivolous matters of 
Religion. I know your zealous Teaching hath had better effects 
upon more Conſcientious Souls : but under the Skirts of your Sedts, 
you know many Hypocrits and Villains ſhroud themſelves, to a&. 
their evil purpoſes under a more plauſible Covert. Harbor not ſuch. 
Enemies as theſe, encourage them not in their difſenting from us, 
but lead them by your Examples and Teaching, at leaſt to an Obe- 
dience toour Laws and Governmedt in the Church and State, and 
to an outward Conformity tothe Worſhip of our God amongſt us, 
according to St. Pals Exhortation to you, in the Second of his Epi- 
ſtle to the Philippians : If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any com- 
fort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit if any bowels and mercies , Fulfil 
ye my joy thet ye be like minded, having the ſame love, being of one accord, 
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